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ABSTRACT

When we look at the world history, it is seen that people at all levels of societies are in communication and
relationship with each other in some way, and there is a two-way relationship between praise and satire,
especially between poets and thinkers and administrators and administrators. Ottoman Sultan Abdul
Hamid II. It is known that Abdul Hamid (1842-1918) also found a place for himself in the works of poets
and writers of his period, aside from his administration in the last periods of the Empire and his importance
in terms of Turkish and world history. The aim of the research, in which the qualitative research method
is used in general and supported by the literature review and sampling techniques, is to reveal of Syrian
Arab poets’ perspective of on Abdul Hamid II and therefore on the Ottoman Empire in his eyes. As a result
of the study, it was seen that while he was appreciated by some Syrian poets, he was vilified at a level that
was overdone by others. Admirable Syrian poets, generally influenced by the caliphate bond, Abdul
Hamid II. He clearly expressed the influence and praise of Abdul Hamid on Syria, and therefore the
Ottoman Empire, through his poems. One of these poets and the Christian Mariana al-Marrash (1848-1919)
took part in the first group, the Islamic unity against Western imperialism and colonialism and the
caliphate represented by the Ottoman Empire in their poems, and in this context, Abdul Hamid II. It was
seen that he was defending Abdul Hamid Khan. The opposing group, which included another Christian
Syrian poet, Michael al-Saqqal (1852-1937), criticized the Ottoman state and therefore Abdul Hamid Khan
with the motives of freedom and reaction, and even preferred to act with those who tried to dethrone him.
In the aforementioned period, from the eyes of Syrian poets, Abdul Hamid II. It turns out that Abdul
Hamid followed the political and social relations between Syria and the Ottoman administration within
the framework of the concept of the Caliphate during his 33-year reign, and in fact, they shed light on the
Syrian mentality of their period.

Keywords
Modern Arabic Poetry, Abdul Hamid II, Syria, Structure of Thought.

INTRODUCTION

The Turks lived together with the Arabs in the majority of their history and in the Middle East
in general, after they accepted Islam, and they often shared their happiness and sadness with
them, apart from sharing their lands. So much so that the Turks saved both Islam and the Arab
world from disintegration and acted as the flag bearer and protector of Islam for nearly a
thousand years. Moreover, history recorded that the Seljuk Turks patronized the Abbasid
caliphs (Savrun, 2018, p. 241).

Since the language of the Qur'an and the prophet, and therefore the language of their first
interlocutors, was Arabic -at least in terms of the verse - while the Turks accepted the Arabs as
the source of the religion of Islam, the Arabs, according to a general opinion, saw the Turks as
the benefactors of Islam and the Sunnah. This mutual tolerance continued until the beginning of
the nineteenth century with the French Revolution, except for some historical struggles. From
this date on, the seeds of sedition began to be planted between the two peoples with the "divide
and rule" policy of the western states led by England (Sarikoyuncu, 2008, p. 7; Alpaslan &
Kastan, 2020, p. 428). After the Ottoman Empire entered the First World War, the British resorted
to military and political initiatives that would cover the entire Arabian Peninsula. The first step
of these attempts was the occupation of Basra. In order to contribute to these initiatives, he
cooperated with prominent leaders of the region such as Ibn Rashid (1839-1918), Imam Yahya
(1869-1948), Ibn Saud (1876-1953) and Muhammad Ali al-Idrisi (1876-1923). (Polat, 2019, p. 73).

As a result of the spread of concepts such as nationalism, freedom and colonialism from the
West, the mentality of the Arab peoples and their perspectives towards the Turks were
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negatively affected. Orientalists and Arab thinkers and men of letters who completed their
education in the West also played a major role in this. With the decision taken at the end of the
"Paris Arab Congress" in 1913, which lasted for six days, that the decentralization system should
be followed, Arab nationalism and separatist ideas came to the fore (Kursun, 1992, pp. 132-136).
Many Arab thinkers and writers tried to revolt the people with slogans such as “The invading
and colonialist Turks!”, “The Arabs are being Turkified!” and they achieved considerable
success in these efforts. In fact, in his work called Tabai al-Istibdat, written by Abdurrahman al-
Kevakibi, one of the writers from Aleppo who made great efforts in this direction, targeted the
Abdul Hamid regime and therefore the Ottoman state (Baktiaya, 2017, p. 343). Names such as
Shibli Shmil, who were called democracy defenders of their time, wrote articles in this direction
in various Arab journals (Sirma, 1985, p. 25). In fact, the opposition to the Ottoman
administration and therefore to Abdul Hamid II, who was at the center of the research, did not
come only from non-Turkish elements. Particularly, the core staff of the Committee of Union
and Progress, which was the nationalist representative of the internal group that joined the
administration relatively after the Constitutional Monarchy I, saw Abdul Hamid II as the only
responsible for the bad situation the state was in (Tasgioglu, 1996, p. 80). Some personalities in
the external group, which started with Cemaleddin Afghani (1838-1897), to whom Abdul Hamid
Khan also supported, continued with Muhammed Abduh (1849-1905), and thought that
nationalist movements were not the solution, and took Islam and ummahism to the center
(Baktiaya, 2017, pp. 315-336). Some writers who followed this trend thought that separatist
thoughts were a trap of the West and Zionism and tried to warn the public against these traps
with their poems and writings.

In the light of the above, it is very important to evaluate Abdul Hamid II from the point of view
of the Syrian poets of his period. Until today, apart from the general history of the Ottoman state,
including the period of Abdul Hamid II, especially the period of decline and collapse, military,
economig, religious, social, etc. Of course, there have been many studies dealing with different
aspects, causes and consequences. However, it is striking that there is no focus on a study that
deals with the subject in terms of poetry and the geography of Syria, and there is a need in this
regard. The main purpose of this research, in which qualitative research method and ample
sampling technique is used through literature review, is to examine the approaches of Syrian
poets to Sultan Abdul Hamid through their poems. Because, in addition to history and politics,
Abdul Hamid II became the focus of literature both in his period and in the following periods.
Abdul Hamid II, who is the subject of many novels of writers or poems of poets, is shown as the
Sultan who defended the Ummah and preserved its unity in some novels and poems, while in
some poems and novels, it has been seen that she is introduced with qualities such as "Red
Sultan", "Anti-Constitutional Enemy", "Leaving the nation ignorant", "Governing with tyranny".
Poets and writers who introduced Abdul Hamid II with his positive features are generally those
who are devoted to their own nation and values and deal with the problems of the society. The
general feature of those who introduce them with negative features is that they are non-Muslims
and act as agents of Western states and colonial powers. However, there were also those who
were non-Muslims and admirers of Abdul Hamid. Because the geography of Syria, as in most
of the other Ottoman lands, contains different ethnic groups such as Arabs, Turks, Kurds,
Armenians and Circassians, different religions and sects such as Muslims, Nusayri, Druze,
Christian, Jewish and Yezidi. It was also suitable for the emergence of different combinations in
terms of its mentality (Ishakoglu, 2012, pp. 41-49). For example, the poet Mariana Marrash could
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not hide her admiration to Abdul Hamid and talked about himself with very good qualities and
legends in her divan Bintu Figr.

Apart from the divans of the poets that are the subject of the study, works such as al-A’lim
belongs to Khayr al-Din Zirikli's published in 2002-Beirut, al-Adab al-’Arabi fi al-karni al-tdsi’i
‘ashar belongs Louis Cheikho published in 1910-Beirut, al-Iddretu al-‘Usméniye fi vildyet Syria
1864-1914 belongs to Muhammad Abdul Azeez Awad published in 1696-Cairo, Muhddarit ‘an
al-harekeh al-edebiyye fi Haleb: 1800-1950 belongs to Sami al-Kyali published in 1957-Beirut and
Mu'jem al-shu’ard’ min al-"asr al-jahili hattd seneh 2002 belongs to Kamil Salman al-Juburi
published in 2003-Beirut have been the most used source by us. It is known that there are many
works written by historians, men of letters and politicians who took a stance in favor of or
against Abdul Hamid II and therefore the Ottoman administration. Due to its periodic and
spatial limitations, as well as its scope at the poetry level, only the poets and their poems in the
titles of the study could be reached.

1. THE CULTURAL AND LITERARY STRUCTURE OF SYRIA IN THE PERIOD OF
ABDUL HAMID

Throughout the Ottoman period, the Syrian geography had rich libraries in Damascus, Aleppo
and Homs, most of which were in manuscript form. On the other hand, after the re-declaration
of the Second Constitutional Monarchy (1908), with the Unionists having a say in the
administration, the Association Law was enacted in 1909 in order to appease the Arabs' demands
for reform against their decentralized ideas, and parties and societies were established some of
them are official and the others secret for Arab independence, including the "Syrian Union
Association” (Ishakoglu, 2012, pp. 78-79). Cem'iyyetu al-Adab ve al-‘Tim, the first literary society
of the Arab world, founded by Boutros al-Bustani and Nasif al-Yazici with the help of American
missionaries, was among such societies (Baktiaya, 2017, p. 25). ; Y. K. Huri, 1994, pp. 23-25).

During the reign of Abdul Hamid II, educational activities in the province of Syria developed
considerably compared to before, and thanks to primary, junior high school, secondary and
sultaniye schools, as well as higher schools, there was a cultural and intellectual development
and the number of cultured people increased (Awad, 1969, pp. 252-269; Kyali, 1968, p. 9; Kurd
Ali, 2008, pp. 164-165; 193-197; Ahmed, 2011, p. 320). The culture of books, press and publications
was enriched with the Provincial Printing House, which was first established in 1864, and then
other printing houses, increasing to tens of numbers during the reign of Abdul Hamid
(Ishakoglu, 2012, pp. 83-90), and positive developments were experienced in the field of
journalism (Cheikho, 1910, p. 1/10; Isteyf et al., 2008, pp. 2/632-633). In this context, newspapers
such as Furat, Itidal, Syria, Mir'at al-ahlak and Damascus, as well as magazines such as al-
Muktabes, were published, especially in Aleppo and Damascus (Isteyf et al., 2008, p. 2/632-634;
Kurd Ali, 2008, p. 167).

Apart from the number of educational institutions opened for non-Muslims, the number of
traditional education institutions such as primary schools and madrasahs, as well as modern
schools, such as ibtidaiyye, rushtiye, i'dadiyye and mekatib-i aliye, which are affiliated with the
Ministry of the General Education, contributed to education (Ishakoglu, 2012, pp. 93-108). In
addition to schools, colleges, newspapers and magazines, associations and societies with various
cultural aims were established in different cities of Syria to operate in literary, cultural and social
tields as al-Cemiyyet al-ilmiyye al-Sariyye, Zer'u al-adab and Rabita al-Mahabbe gibi (Kyali,
1968, p. 9; Isteyf et al., 2008, p. 639). In addition to these associations and societies, many writers
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and thinkers who were said to deal with the problems of the people and tried to awaken the
people, actually had connections with Western states like as Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakib1 (1855-
1902), Edib Ishaq (1856-1885), Abdul Hamid al-Zehrawi (1855-1898) and Muhammed Kurd Ali
(Isteyf et al., 2008, pp. 2/405-421).

2. POSITIVE LOOK ON ABDUL HAMID II IN SYRIAN ARAB POETRY

Abdul Hamid Khan has been the center of attention of literature as well as history and politics.
It is seen that the Syrian poets Mariana al-Marrash and Jamil al-Azm displayed a pro-Abdul
Hamid stance. Politically, they described him as the Caliph of Muslims, the hope of the ummah
and the just leader, and personally as a dignified and wise person.

2.1. MARIANA AL-MARRASH (1848-1919)

She is the child of a wealthy Christian family, famous for its trade, science and glory, and who
made great contributions to the scientific life of the period in which they lived (Ishakoglu, 2012,
p. 158). She was born in Aleppo and grew up in an exceptional scientific and literary
environment with the advantage he gained from her family. Because her father, Fethullah al-
Marrash, who was a man of letters, was one of the intellectuals of the Francis region (Zirikli,
2002, p. 7/210; Kyali, 1957, pp. 138-139). Her mother was an intelligent and foresighted woman
from the Antaki family, her older brother Francis was a developmentalist and leading man of
letters, and her brother Abdullah was a journalist. At the age of five, she attended Maronite and
later Anglican schools. When she was fifteen years old, her father taught her the sciences of
syntax and aruz prosody (Kahhala, 1959, p. 5/9; Sarkis, 2008, p. 2/297). 1t is seen that Marrsh,
who studied the art of music without a teacher, started to write poems and articles at a young
age. Her first article, Shamet al-Jindn, was published in the fifteenth issue of al-Jindn magazine in
1870. Marrash, who also has poems in the genres of ghazal, n’at, and lament, also has a divan
called Bintu Figr/Thought Woman, which was published in 1893 (Daghir, 1972, p. 2/671; Juburi,
2003, p. 5/372). She turned her house into a gathering place for honorable and respected people
with whom she traveled in the field of science and literature. So much so that Aleppo, which is
called the grandfather of Arab journalists, is frequented by respected poets, thinkers and men of
letters such as Rizik Allah Hassun (1825-1880), critic and man of letters Kostaki al-Himsi (1858-
1941), and poet Gabriel al-Dallal (1836-1892). The culture hall in the Aziziye district of Istanbul
is considered to be the first women's cultural hall to be embraced and directed by an Arab
woman in the modern age (Himsi, 1925, p. 42; Alu Jundi, 1958, p. 1/309). Marrash, traveling to
Europe, finds the opportunity to meet the morals, customs, traditions and customs of that place.
Amazed by the wide gap between the east and the west, Marrash interprets this as an
experiment and meets the development leaders in Egypt, Syria and Lebanon, and exchanges
views with them in terms of science and literature (Kahhala, 1957, p. 3/8).

Although she is a Christian, Mariana Marrash is a fan of Abdul Hamid II (Zirikli, 2002, p. 7/210;
Sarkis, 2008, p. 2/297; Kahhala, 1957, p. 12/221-222). There are separate poems about him with
laudatory expressions. She dedicates her first poem, titled "¢} all Light of Guidance
Born" in her divan called Bintu figr, to the mother of Abdul Hamid II. Like Abdul Hamid Khan,
who enlightens the world with his justice and is the source of many advantages, she expresses
her gratitude to Abdul Hamid Khan's mother for giving birth a Sultan to people and expresses
her feelings as follows (Marrash, 1893, pp. 3-4):

AT 3 o - 2 -0 §% ’i. . L 8 J.“..zdi
CJ.'\S\ML‘%X?,!JJ&J\C__\.AU éﬂ\@whﬂg@\_)yuﬂ%l
) Sian B I T s 08 Ga ) ey s
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lluminating the darkness of cruelty with your justice,
You were born upon us like a light.
Thank you for giving birth to us (like Abdul Hamid Khan) sultan.
We owe you a debt of gratitude,
You are the source of blessings.
With the feelings born from inside of the Bintu figr,
Would you accept this celebration with pity and compassion?

In another of her poems, Marrash makes a connection between Abdul Hamid Khan's accession
to the throne and the relief of the ummah, and this time she speaks highly of her personal life.
Because the Zionists, who engage Western states with Middle Eastern ambitions, are trying to
seize land from Palestine, which is a part of the Ottoman state, even with money, and they take
exceptional measures and limit these initiatives, relieving the concerns of the people (Oke, 1996,
p- 220). The lines of the poet are as follows (Marrash, 1893, pp. 4-5):

et a el Aoy, &l e A ezl oYL Sl G f esd
laall g & ga el Lo o slads b uaVL (5530 G s S
izl SN 5 G M L T Bl T st G die iad

Our sultan, famous for his seriousness.
Feeling the environment of trust when ascending the throne,
The eyes of the people were enlightened.
Just yesterday, when people were hopeless, unhappy and restless,
Now they live a peaceful and hopeful life.
After you become a source of hope and peace,
How can they not continue?
From Almighty Allah, as the world turns and life goes on,
I 'wish you the continuation of your property in glory and happiness.

In another poem, Mariana Marrash, after giving thanks to the Almighty God, who bestowed a
Sultan like Abdul Hamid Khan, emphasizes his political genius and unifying aspect, this time
mentions his name and expresses her feelings as follows (Marrash, 1893, p. 5):

Ao alA Ml ala&a [ERRSERTE PR Y (S (R
Sl T St 1 4ilas b O30 U5 Ela
e AL L) 6 4y Be MALLN 6
SVl GE ALY llee S Gl e @
3 yiih 2aall 3 3m peallae GSIEAL, 5 &k Loags s

Who was not given to anyone before,
We thank you for forgiving us the sultan,
With his valuable and wise features.
While people were astonished by the fact that he was human,
I added the following saying: Very rare traits were collected in his person.
Politics was exalted with its wisdom.
Because he was the leader of politics.
All politicians believed it too.
When the banner of peace among the people was raised,
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There was no problem of hatred or enmity between them.
History, the reign and glory of Abdul Hamid,
Wrote in gold letters as the only sultan of the world.

In another poem, the poet wrote a congratulatory poem titled "2 b &l 33 / Good news to you,
Fate" in which Abdul Hamid Khan expressed his joy and happiness about his ascension to the
throne of the state in 1876 (Marrash, 1893, pp. 4-5):

a6 Tl A s Shilas Sila JA0Ld

Hecith a lalh A, Sl e 4] PRACEUIUEAY I Y S EAS
Al g el a5 AL Al a3 Jaall g Ladga Jacalla

LAY 5 e Y P et
sl Ll A & Lila L b
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Good news for us, which we have been waiting for a long time,
We proudly achieved our victory and our needs.
When our sultan, who was famous for his heavy headgear, ascended the throne.
Feeling the atmosphere of trust, the eyes of the people lit up.
Growing up in an environment of justice and managing with intelligence,
Our great sultan rose with glory and honor.
After that, in the Ottoman peoples,
There is neither poverty, distress, grief, nor anxiety and worry. 7
O people! Our Sultan, with his mercy and determination,
He is the best of the sultan and kings.
Just yesterday, when people were hopeless, unhappy and restless,
Now they lead a peaceful and hopeful life.
After you become a source of hope and peace,
How can they not continue?
As the world turns from Almighty Allah and life continues,
I wish you the continuation of your property in glory and happiness.

glada (& VL 530 G sl SIS
T B Ty ac Gl i

Mariana Marrash, who expressed the spread of the fame, talent and legends of the Second Abdul
Hamid Khan in the horizon in her poem titled “usindll ¢la Coad (e b/ O Almighty God Who
Answers People's Prayers”, speaks of him with praise and honor (Marrash, 1893, p. 5):

Sl Gl daed adle Gy
Ao aldlElelnald &
655 Ll AR e
’:’ 5 w3 /°.’SL;|‘5J§.2\\5 {.osag
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O, in whom all people trust,
Almighty Allah, in whose presence the prayers are accepted!
Who was not given to anyone before him,
The sultan with his valuable and wise features,
We thank you for forgiving us.
Legends of the Sultan Suha star
And it shone like a gazelle standing high.
While people were astonished by the fact that he was human,

I added the following saying: Many rare traits were collected in his person.
He was unique in his time with his steadfast vision, exalted glory and qualifications.
Politics was exalted with his wisdom, because he was the leader of politics.
All politicians believed it too.

When the banner of peace is raised among the people,

There was no grudge or enmity between them.

After the caliphate became his property,

Every seeker of justice took refuge in his views.

History, the reign and glory of Abdul Hamid Khan,

He wrote in gold letters as the only sultan of the world.

When Mariana Marrash's poems about Abdul Hamid Khan are evaluated, it is seen that
although she is a Christian, she is not affected by external factors and factors, and she mentions
her with pride and pride in her poems without any purpose or expectation.

2.2. JAMIL AL-AZM (1873-1933)

Jamil al-Azm, who was born in Istanbul and continued his life in Damascus after the death of
his father, wrote articles and poems in various magazines and newspapers, and made biography
and monograph studies. The poet, who was elected a member of the Damascus Arab Science
Academy, which was an important institution in his time, passed away in Damascus (Kahhala,
1957, p. 271; Babtain, 2008b; Yiiksel, 1993, pp. 325-326). While expressing his admiration for
Abdul Hamid Khan in his poem titled & slall A5 3k / The Sultan Envy of the Sultans, he also
mentions that Abdul Hamid Khan made even the legends and other sultans jealous, and that he
filled the gaps in politics with his accurate and correct view. He also states that he showed people
the right way with his foresight, right view and wisdom, and carried the people from an
environment of insecurity to an environment of trust and happiness (Babtain, 2008c):

3 el Ll dla S—a Gl Eugls i e
3ot e dlie A5 ey SN EREDYS A ED JENES |
P Ll sl els [ S P S R P R S
ST RS P ) Sy 1 A L
CHPUE JUN S Y7 PR P SV LSO [ ST N A

Even my soul, which is my only existence,
May it be sacrificed to Abdul Hamid, the king of kings.
Even the legends of those other sultans,
He is a sultan they envy and envy.
Shouldn’t people like him be envied as well?
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In politics with his accurate and correct view,
What wide gaps and gaps he filled!
With his compassion and justice, he will protect the people from the environment of insecurity,
He carried it to an environment of trust and happiness.
He is truly the best king.
He will bring the religion of Islam to its rise again,
He tied it to real and solid foundations.

In this period, in the poems of poets such as Mariana Marrash and Jamil al-Azm, it is seen that
the western countries were not subject to the separatist politics within the borders of the
Ottoman Empire. In addition, it is seen that they maintained their view of the Ottoman sultans
and administrators who ruled them, especially that Abdul Hamid Khan II maintained the
unity and integrity of the state and tried to provide justice and order in the Ottoman

geography.
3. NEGATIVE LOK ON ABDUL HAMID II IN SYRIAN ARAB POETRY

Although Abdul Hamid II was praised by the poets who grew up among the state subjects of
his time, he was criticized by some poets with such heavy accusations as to describe him as "Red
Sultan". Many poets, writers and thinkers who criticize are either non-Muslim or associated with
Western powers led by England and France. Among this group, besides Turkish poets and
politicians such as Riza Tevfik (1869-1949), who was initially against the sultan but later
regretted saying “Where are you, dear Abdul Hamid Khan?”, there are also Arab poets such as
Fares al- Khoury (1877-1962).

3.1. MICHAEL AL-SAQQAL (1852-1937)

Michael, the son of poet and scholar Anton al-Saqqal, was born in Malta, where his father went
for business, and after a while he returned to Aleppo with his family and settled there (as-Sakkal,
2006, p. 63). al-Saqqal, who received basic knowledge, especially Arabic, from his father, took
great interest in literary sciences (Ishakoglu, 2012, p. 167). The poet, who learned how to read
and write in Turkish, started writing poetry when he was sixteen. He was engaged in the
profession of lawyer for a while, but later turned to literature and published the first
photographed Arab magazine in Egypt, al-Ejyil, in 1897. He returned to Aleppo from there and
wrote his book Letiif al-semer fi sukkin al-zuhrah we al-kamar, which has a literary and cultural
content. Apart from this, there is also a great divan of poetry written in syllabic meter but not
published (Kyali, 1957, p. 187; Zirikli, 2002, p. 236). In addition to these, there is also a great
history book consisting of two parts, the first part of which is called Tardif al-nedim fi tdrihi Halab
al-Kadim, and the second part is called Letdif al-Hadis fi tdrihi Halab al-Hadith. Al-Saqqal was a
member of the commercial court, which was responsible for dealing with foreign cases for about
forty years by the British consulate, and later he was selected as a correspondent member of the
Arab science institute in Damascus (Juburi, 2003, p. 5/482; Himsi, 1925, p. 111).

Al-Saqqal, whose poems were criticized by the writers of his time, such as Khayr al-Din Zirikli,
may be the reason why he published only the first volume in 1925, although it consisted of four
volumes. It is seen that he reflects his grudge and hatred towards Abdul Hamid Khan (ishakoglu,
2012, ss. 168-169). Contrary to Mariana Marrash, in her poem titled SUails o & 33 & / Shame on that
Nation Coming from Antakya! she was happy with the dethronement of Abdul Hamid II and
expressed that there was good news in the background of this important event. Al-Saqqal, who
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claims that Abdul Hamid Khan committed all kinds of murders against the people by disguising
himself as religion, expresses his thoughts as follows (Yafi & Munejjid, 1995, pp. 188-189):

Clabss lill 202 5 e a8 [PPCEIEED VRN SPPPE g g
KTEERIAJE F T PR w28 el Bl G Gl L
Sl iy 452l paallae SN a3l e (e & HUEY)
G 81 &l ] a8 Lk 23 8 o) o e Gy il

Deceiving them by claiming to be the leaders of the people,
And woe to that nation that came from the direction of Antioch.
O people, all this is against the religion.

And it is Abdul Hamid's policy that leads to defeatism.
These persecution and suffering, Abdul Hamid's staff,

It is done by lying and flattening reports.

Abdul Hamid was also deceived by them.

And he himself took many lives unjustly by using religion.
Now all those souls are cursing him.

Al-Saqqal, who welcomed the news of the abdication of Abdul Hamid Khan with joy and
surprise, claims that this was an important event and that there would be good news for the

people behind it, and that all problems would be solved after Abdul Hamid Khan (Saqqal, 1925,
p-41):

Gl Bl Eaiia b G, PR B N DR JEk PPYSRE P
Sl iy die Wcasa S O e mall O Ly s o A1
S LA b Gl LS Ja aeallae Ly sy Gl
ELGal) Sl GBI a Cuid My aallhe U el caliy

We heard the news that you were dethroned,
Is this good news, O Lord?
There are many glad tidings in its revelation,
So much so that there is good news in every letter of the revelation.
O Abdul Hamid! Life after you
It is sweet as if there was no bitterness and no suffering.
O Abdul Hamid! Don't curse time,
Because you have committed such crimes that
Even those crimes complained about you.

In another corner of his divan, al- Saqqal expresses his thoughts in the following lines, stating
that Abdul Hamid Khan ruled the state with cruelty and tyranny, impoverished the people
and paid for it by being overthrown (Yafi & Munejjid, 1995, pp. 191-192):

S 5 Al e e & ia 1)) &l &) ) g
81— aal) (3 A1 21l & Ciae Vo Ubsalua Cupal 2 5l
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When your edict came out of the star palace,
Even the provinces trembled with fear.
If you are in detention today,
Don't be surprised, because you find what you're doing.
If you were just and fair, he would live with dignity.
And happiness surrounded him.
O Abdul Hamid, where are the treasures you have accumulated for these days?
Did they protect you?
But the person 1 know will finally face his deeds,
And he will testify against you in those works.

It is seen that al-Saqqal continues his criticisms in the verses below, this time over the so-called
Armenian genocide that took place during the reign of Abdul Hamid II and tries to present the
related events as brutality and massacre, as if the Armenian lobbies are overflowing with water.
He even went so far in his claims that it is seen that he pushed the limits to the point that the
Turks under the rule of Abdul Hamid II committed all kinds of inhumane crimes against
Armenians, that the elderly and children were brutally killed, that their corpses were fed to wolfs
and that women were raped (es- Saqqal, 1925, pp. 41-42):

N P Y PN (PN Catpall A sy all g Jsis
Ciliaall 43 &1 s Ll e Ao o8y N Juf IS Laa i
el yf s Gl 4 5 ARy G g S Ep - REWE
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Friends who see my hair turn gray,

The reason for this is “Is it your ordeals?” they asked.
This is what appears to be a little but then comes before you,
It is a disaster like a dragging flood.

On the one hand, torn by wild animals,

With the ominous cawing of the crows,

The corpses he swirled around.

Virgins weeping with fear of honor and chastity,
Yet the oppressors get what they want.
Because then they had the upper hand.
Elderly people whose corpses are ashes elsewhere,
Maids and virgin girls having fun on the other side.
To their children who froze to death,

You should take a look at the wailing women.
From west to east to them,

The weeping earth would be too narrow for you.

al-Saqqal, while working at the British consulate for nearly forty years, and while he was a
member of the Arab science institute in Damascus, not only rejoiced in his dethronement by
knowing his grudge and hatred towards Abdul Hamid Khan, but also accused him of lying and
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despotism, and described him as a person who was fond of goods ( Kyali, 1957, p. 57; Zirikli,
2002, p. 236):

S sy 4520 peallne SV Ja e (e il Y o
Sy A W caia I8 3 O ¢ 50 08 gy (s o 1800
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These persecution and suffering, Abdul Hamid's staff,

It is done with lying and flattening reports,
Abdul Hamid was also deceived by them.
There are many gospels in its download.

So much so that there is good news in every letter of the revelation.
O Abdul Hamid! life after you
It is sweet as if there was no bitterness and no suffering.
When your edict came out of the star palace,
Even the provinces trembled with fear.
O Abdul Hamid! Where are the treasures you have accumulated for these days?
Did they protect you?

When we examine Michael al-Saqqal's poems, we see that he put forward all kinds of negative
aspects about Turks in general and especially Sultan Abdul Hamid Khan.

3.2. OTHER POETS

Gabriel al-Dallal (1836-1892) is another poet who, influenced by Western thought and
propaganda, wrote critical poems about the Ottoman Administration and the Abdul Hamid II.
Al-Dallal, who completed his education in Lebanon and continued his later life in a scientific
and literary environment, started to write poetry in Istanbul in 1868. Later, he went on a
European tour and visited many famous cities and obtained financial and moral support. He is
tasked with publishing the newspaper al-Sada, which is published in Arabic in Paris, and
publishes the newspaper al-Salam in Istanbul. Later, al-Dallal went to Austria and
communicated with various newspapers such as al-Jevaib, al-Jinan, al-Ahram and Mir dtu al-ahvdl
(Babtain, 2008a; Kyali, 1957, pp. 55). -58).

In his poem al-"Arsh we al-Heykel, which is clearly seen that he was influenced by Western
thought and propaganda, he accuses Abdul Hamid Khan of oppression and tyranny, and tries
to provoke the people to revolt (Alu Jundi, 1958, p. 2/25; Kyali, 1957, pp. 85-86; Kahhala, 1957,
pp- 13/114-115). He was even arrested for this reason and put in prison for two years (Kyali,
1968, p. 58; Zirikli, 2002, p. 2/109). In his poem, he accuses Abdul Hamid Khan II of tyranny and
cruelty and expresses his criticism as follows (Kyali, 1968, p. 63; Sarkis, 2008, p. 1/441):

L sim oo Waélad Slgall B0 aathay a gl e Ball A
ety Lol e ol 3 ¢ 5Ll 3
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L g Lt 2 5 029 63V G5 o3 Ko i
While devastating the people with his cruelty,
He quietly took away their labor.
Who walks in you with his glory and honor,
Why did you give in to this degenerate?
As our children fight to protect the border and its reign,
It is used in our goods and wealth to cover its faults.

The enemy who burned and destroyed your homeland together,
Try to pull it out with determination and seriousness.
And you are the best among you, knowledgeable, experienced,
And let the respected people rule.

In this situation, an environment of trust is provided on earth,
Let it continue until the wolf and the sheep roam together.

Abd al-Qadir Maghribi (1867-1956) is another poet who was influenced by the views, thinkers
and organizations against the Abdul Hamid Khan and joined this group. Born in Latakia and
raised in Tripoli, Damascus, he received his education first from his father and then from the
scholars of Damascus and Istanbul of his time. Jamal al-Din al-Afghani and Mohammed Abduh
are among the scholars that Maghribi, who is active and active, met with, and it is known that
they encouraged him to go to Egypt (Kyali, 1968, p. 137; Zirikli, 2002, p. p. 4/474). Focusing on
journalism, Maghribi has many articles in important newspapers. In 1908, with the re-enactment
of the Constitution of the Ottoman Empire, he returned to Tripoli and published the newspaper
al-Burhan. He wrote al-Istikak we al-t'arib, al-Ahldk we al-wdcibat, "Ashdrat al-lisdn fi al-lugha we al-
‘ald hdmishi al-tafsir (Babtain, 2008c; Alu Jundi, 1958, p. 2/120).

In one of his poems, al- Maghribi claims that Abdul Hamid Khan II humiliated and
impoverished the people and turned the country into ruins, and criticizes his policy with a harsh
language (Babtain, 2008c):

L 8 A Ol i A (i3 Sl 36
L DU Gk A ale 5y b5l
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Without expecting anything in return for the command of the believers,
I urge you to pass on this advice.
While burning and destroying residential areas,
Why do you decorate cemeteries with gold ornaments?
To make the super-rich even richer
Why do you collect taxes from the poor poor?
By accusing many righteous and innocent people,
You have sinned through false spies.
Why do you wear crowns and nicknames?
After losing the property and the throne and humiliating the people.

The politician and poet Fares al-Khoury (1877-1962), who served as prime minister for a term
and represented Syria at the United Nations, also joined the caravan against Abdul Hamid Khan.
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Born in Lebanon, Fares al-Khoury was educated at the Syrian Protestant Faculty, which later
became the American University. He worked as a translator at the British Consulate in
Damascus and was later elected as a member of the Ottoman House of Representatives
representing Damascus. Al-Khoury, who earns his living as a lawyer, was elected as a member
of the "Arab Science Board" in Damascus, where he is also counted as one of the founders. He
served as finance minister in the government of Aladdin Al-Droubi (1870-1920) until the French
occupation of Damascus. The poet, who was exiled to the island of Erwad by the French in 1925,
came from exile and was appointed as the Minister of Education a year later. He was elected as
the chairman of the national assembly during the President of the State, Sukru Kuvvetli, and
then as the prime minister in 1944-1945 (Babtain, 2008d; Zirikli, 2002, p. 5/128).

al-Khoury criticizes Abdul Hamid Khan II, and therefore his politics and administration, with
his poem titled Wadd’ we al-"Itdb (Khoury, 1988, ss. 405-412), with claims that he humiliated and
impoverished the people and turned the country into ruins (Khoury, 1988, p. 405):

A ATl e gy aalgy a5 Al 5 5im 251 (5 0 6
| pa o€ Lallda s | g yiian Lalldad sl agie aind 3 aall e
PR APENERI G PR N Sy B Gge 0 ) duie &g
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oo 138 GIAN K SR b leie A4 dle dlbgh o

Today, as the monument of oppression vanishes and its foundations collapse,
The people took over the government.

Abdul Hamid, listen to the voice of the people!
Because they endured all kinds of suffering and torture.
With sultans like you,

While Nero and Pharaoh were forgiven,

Persian shahs also began to be loved.

Although you are the caliph of the believers,

You have done whatever the book and religion have forbidden.
Reluctantly, they have removed you from your lofty throne.
Because they had to.

As the state rises with your downfall,

The entire population was also relieved.

In his other poem about Turks, which was published in al-Muktebes magazine in 1909, Fares al-
Khoury again criticizes and defames Abdul Hamid Khan. Later, when he realized that Abdul
Hamid II's stance in the Palestinian cause and that he was a victim of the Zionists, he regretted
the criticisms that some of the opposition politicians of his time made (Musa, 2020).

CONCLUSION

It is possible to come across poems about Abdul Hamid II in modern Arabic poetry, especially
in Syrian Arabic poetry. Abdul Hamid II, who ascended the throne in a turbulent period of the
Ottoman state, found himself a wide place in the world of poetry and literature, as well as in the
world of politics and history.
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In this respect, the presence of Syrian poets who stand out with their pro-Abdul Hamid attitude
in their poems such as Mariana al-Marrash and Jamil al-Azm, although their numbers are few,
draws attention. Mariana al-Marrash, who is a Christian citizen and grew up in a cultured
environment and environment that improves and enriches herself in literary terms, is the ruler
who illuminated the darkness of oppression with her justice, the second Abdul Hamid, the hope
of the people and the ummah, the source of peace and abundance, the wise, the wise He
described the leader as a symbol of peace. Thus, while he was expressing the events around him,
he was not under the influence of the ideas and thoughts of foreign schools and thinkers and
approached them with the eye of reason and logic. Another poet, Jamil al-Azm, described Abdul
Hamid II as the king of kings, the sultan who filled the gaps in politics with his accurate and
correct view, carried the people from an environment of insecurity to an environment of trust
with his compassion and justice, brought the religion of Islam back to its former glory and
connected it to solid foundations. In addition, it is seen that these poets emphasized in their
poems that Syria and other Arab geography should not be separated from the Ottoman Empire
and the administration of Abdul Hamid II, otherwise the Syrian geography would become
fodder for European colonialists, especially England and France.

In addition to this positive approach, it is also possible to see that some Syrian Arab poets
criticize Abdul Hamid II in their poems and try to attribute almost all the ugly features to his
personality. At the head of this group is Michael al-Saqqal, a Christian like Mariana al-Marrash,
who, like her, grew up in a wealthy and cultured family and environment in and around Aleppo.
Heis followed by Gabriel al-Dallal, Abd al-Qadir Maghribi and Fares al-Khoury, and these poets
seem to have a common profile. It is also because they received most of their education in the
West and were influenced by nationalism, freedom, thought and concepts there, or they were
poets and thinkers belonging to non-Muslim groups working for Western states. It is striking
that these poets denounced Abdul Hamid Khan the second with the most disgusting adjectives
and the lowest expressions, and on the other hand, they provoked the people to revolt.

Considering the poems of the poets in question, their hometowns and their faith, it is noteworthy
that the reason for their differing opinions about Sultan Abdul Hamid II is not only due to
religion and sect or the place where they were born, but rather the environments in which they
grew up, completed their education and practiced their profession. For example, Michael al-
Saqqal was influenced by the ideas of anti-Abdul Hamid circles, foreign schools and thinkers,
worked at the British Consulate for nearly forty years, kept in touch with missionaries, and was
later elected as a correspondent member of the Arab Science Institute in Damascus. Mariana al-
Marrash, on the other hand, spent most of her life in Aleppo and tried to improve herself there.
Therefore, she was not influenced much by western or foreign schools and thinkers. It is useful
to see this situation as one of the main factors of the differences of opinion between the two
poets.

The fact that the poets who criticize Abdul Hamid II are more than those who praise him in
terms of number, is important in terms of reflecting the perspectives of poets and thinkers who
grew up with Ottoman subjects at that time, both to himself and to the Ottoman Empire.
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oz

Diinya tarihine bakildiginda toplumlarin her kademesindeki insanlarin birbirleriyle bir sekilde iletisim ve
iliski i¢inde oldugu, 6zellikle sair ve diisiiniirler ile yonetici ve idareciler arasinda 6vgii ile yergi arasinda
iki tiirli bir iliskinin siire geldigi goriiliir. Osmanh padisahlarindan II. Abdiilhamid’in (1842-1918) de
Imparatorlugun son dénemlerindeki yonetimi ile Tiirk ve diinya tarihi acisindan dnemi bir yana,
déneminin sair ve ediplerinin calismalarinda kendine yer buldugu bilinmektedir. Genel olarak nitel
arastirma yonteminin kullanildigi, kaynak tarama ve Orneklendirme teknikleri ile de desteklenen
aragtirmanin amaci, dénemindeki Suriyeli Arap sairlerin II. Abdiilhamid’e ve dolayisiyla onun nezdinde
Osmanliya bakiglarini ortaya koymaktir. Calisma sonucunda kendisinin, bazi Suriyeli sairleri tarafindan
takdir edilirken bazilar1 tarafindan da dozu kacgacak bir seviyede yerildigi goriilmiistiir. Takdire sayan
goren Suriyeli sairler genelde hilafet baginin da etkisiyle II. Abdiilhamid’in, dolayisiyla da Osmanlinin
Suriye tizerindeki etkisini ve Svgtilerini siirleri tizerinden agik bir sekilde dile getirmistir. Bu sairlerden biri
ve Hristiyan olan Mariana el-Marras'in (1848-1919) yer aldig: ilk grubun, siirlerinde Bat1 emperyalizmine
ve somiirgeciligine kars1 Islam birligini ve Osmanlimin temsil ettigi hilafeti ve bu baglamda II. Abdiilhamid
Han’t savundugu goriilmiistiir. Yine Hristiyan olan bir bagka Suriyeli sair Mihail es-Sakkal'mn (1852-1937)
yer aldig1 karsi grup ise dzgiirliik ve gericilik tiirii saiklerle Osmanli devletini ve dolayisiyla Abdiilhamid
Han'1 tenkit etmis hatta onu tahttan indirmek icin ugrasan kesimlerle hareket etmeyi tercih ettikleri
goriilmiistiir. Ad1 gegen dénemde Suriyeli sairlerin II. Abdiilhamid’in 33 yillik saltanat1 boyunca Hilafet
kavrami gercevesinde Suriye ile Osmanli yonetimi arasinda olusan siyasi ve sosyal iliskileri takip ettigi ve
aslinda bu yoniiyle donemlerinin Suriye diisiince yapisina da 1sik tuttuklar: ortaya ¢tkmaktadr.

Anahtar kelimeler
Modern Arap Siiri, II. Abdiilhamid, Suriye, Diislince Yapis.

GIRIS
Tiirkler, Islam’1 kabul etmelerinden sonraki tarihlerinin biiyiik cogunlugunda ve genel olarak
Ortadogu cografyasinda Araplarla i¢ ice yasamus hatta toprak disinda ¢ogu zaman mutluluk
ve {iziintiilerini de onlarla paylagmistir. Oyle ki Tiirkler hem Islam’t hem de Arap diinyasini
dagilmaktan kurtarmis, bin yila yakin bir siirede Islamiyetin bayraktarhigini ve

koruyuculugunu yapmugtir. Ustelik Selguklu Tiirklerinin Abbasi halifelerini himaye ettigini
de tarih kaydetmistir (Savrun, 2018, s. 241).

Kur’an ile peygamberin ve dolayisiyla buna paralel olarak ilk muhataplarimin dilinin Arapga
olmasi miinasebetiyle en azindan nassa bakan yonii itibartyla Tiirkler Araplari Islam dininin
kaynag1 olarak kabul ederken, Araplar da genel bir kaniya gore Tiirkleri Islam’in ve Siinnet-i
Seniyye'nin hamileri olarak gormiistiir. Bu karsilikli hosgorii bazi tarihi miicadeleler disinda
Fransiz ihtilali ile on dokuzuncu yiiz yil baglaria kadar devam etmistir. Bu tarihten itibaren
ozellikle Ingiltere'nin bagini gektigi batili devletlerin “parcala yonet” politikast ile iki halk
arasina fitne tohumlar1 ekilmeye baslanmistir (Sarikoyuncu, 2008, s. 7; Alpaslan & Kastan, 2020,
s. 428). Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun Birinci Diinya Harbi'ne girmesinden sonra Ingilizler, Arap
Yarimadasi'nin tiimiin kapsayacak diizeyde askeri ve siyasi girisimlere basvurmustur. Bu
girisimlerin ilk adimini da Basra'nin isgali olusturmustur. Bu girisimlerine katki saglamas i¢in
ise Ibn Resid (1839-1918), imam Yahya (1869-1948), ibn Suud (1876-1953) ve Muhammed Al el-
Idrist (1876-1923) gibi bolgenin nde gelen liderleri ile is birligi yapmustir. (Polat, 2019, s. 73).

Batidan gelen milliyetcilik, 6zgiirliik ve somiirgecilik gibi kavramlarin yayilmasi sonucunda
Arap halklarinin diisiince yapist ve Tiirklere bakis acilar: olumsuz yonde etkilenmistir. Bunda,
miistesrikler ve egitimini batida tamamlayan Arap diisiiniir ve edebiyatcilar da biiytiik bir rol
oynamistir. 1913 yilinda yapilan ve alt1 giin siiren “Paris Arap Kongresi” sonunda alinan adem-
i merkeziyet sisteminin izlenmesi gerektigi hususundaki karar ile Arap milliyetciligi ve ayrilik¢i
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tikirler iyice ayyuka ¢ikmustir (Kursun, 1992, ss. 132-136). Bir¢ok Arap diisiiniir ve edebiyatgi
“Isgalci ve sdmiirgeci Tiirkler!”, “Araplar Tiirklestiriliyor!” gibi sloganlar ile halki
ayaklandirmaya calismis ve bu ¢abalarinda azimsanmayacak derecede basariya ulagmislardir.
Hatta bu dogrultuda bir hayli gayret sarf eden Halepli kalemlerden Abdurrahman el-
Kevakibi'nin yazmus oldugu Tabai el-Istibdit adli eserinde Abdiilhamid rejimini, dolayisiyla
Osmanli devletini hedef almis (Baktiaya, 2017, s. 343), donemlerinin demokrasi savunucular
olarak adlandirilan Sibli Smil gibi isimler gesitli Arap dergilerinde bu yonlii makaleler yazmustir
(Sirma, 1985, s. 25). Aslinda Osmanli yonetimine ve dolayisiyla aragtirmanin merkezinde yer
alan II. Abdulhamit’e karst muhalif tutum sadece Tiirk olmayan unsurlardan gelmiyordu.
Ozellikle I. Mesrutiyet'ten sonra nispeten yénetime katilmis olan beri cenahin ulusaler temsilcisi
durumundaki Ittihad ve Terakki Cemiyeti'nin cekirdek kadrosu, devletin icine diistiigii kotii
durumun tek sorumlusu olarak II. Abdiilhamit’i goriiyordu (Tascioglu, 1996, s. 80). Abdiilhamit
Han'in da destek verdigi Cemaleddin Afgani (1838-1897) ile baslayip Muhammed Abduh (1849-
1905) ile devam eden diger cenahtaki bazi sahsiyetler ise milliyetcilik akimlarmin ¢oziim
olmadigini diisiinerek Islam’1 ve {immetciligi merkeze almistir (Baktiaya, 2017, ss. 315-336). Bu
yonelisi takip eden kimi yazarlar da ayrilikci diisiincelerin batinin ve Siyonizm’in bir tuzag:
oldugunu diistinerek siir ve yazilari ile bu tuzaklara kars: halki uyarmaya galismustir.

Yukarida belirtilenler 1s1ginda sdylenecek olursa II. Abdiilhamid’in, devrindeki Suriyeli
sairlerinin bakis agisiyla degerlendirilmesi oldukc¢a 6nem arz etmektedir. Bugiine kadar II
Abdiilhamit donemi dahil Osmanli devletinin genel tarihi disinda 6zellikle de gerileme ve yikilis
donemini askeri, ekonomik, dini, sosyal vb. agilardan, sebep ve sonuglari ile ele alan ¢ok sayida
calisma yapilmustir elbette. Ne var ki konuyu siir boyutuyla ve Suriye cografyas: 6zelinde ele
alan bir calismaya yogunlasilmadig ve bu hususta bir ihtiyacin varligi goze carpmaktadir. Nitel
aragtirma yontemi, kaynak taramasi tizerinden bolca 6rneklendirme tekniginin kullanildig: bu
arastirmanin temel amaci Suriyeli sairlerin siirleri {izerinden Sultan Abdiilhamid’e olan
yaklagimlarini incelmektir. Zira II. Abdiilhamid, tarih ve siyasetin yani sira hem déneminde
hem de sonraki donemlerde edebiyatin da ilgi odag1 olmustur. Bir¢ok edebiyat¢inin romanina
veya sairin siirine konu olan II. Abdiilhamid, baz1 roman ve siirlerde Ummeti savunan ve
birligini koruyan Padisah olarak gosterilirken, bazi siir ve romanlarda ise onun “Kizil Sultan”,
“Mesrutiyet diisman1”, “Milleti cahil birakan”, “Istibdatla yoneten” gibi vasiflarla tanitildig;
goriilmiistiir. II. Abdiilhamid Han't olumlu 6zelliklerle tanitan sair ve edebiyatcilar genelde
kendi milletine ve degerlerine bagh olan ve toplumun sorunlariyla ugrasanlardir. Olumsuz
ozelliklerle tanitanlarin genel 6zelligi ise gayr1 miislim olmalari, Batili devletlerin ve somiirgeci
giiclerin ajanliklarimi yapmalaridir. Ancak gayri miislim olup da Abdiilhamid hayrani olanlar
da elbette mevcut idi. Ciinkii Suriye cografyas: diger Osmanl topraklarinin ¢ogunda oldugu
gibi biinyesinde Arap, Tiirk, Kiirt, Ermeni ve Cerkez olmak iizere farkli etnik gruplari,
Miisliiman, Nusayri, Diirzi, Hristiyan, Yahudi ve Yezidi olmak {izere farkli din ve mezhep
unsurlart barindirmakta olup diisiince yapis1 bakimindan da farkli kombinasyonlarin ortaya
cikmasina miisait idi (Ishakoglu, 2012, ss. 41-49). Ornegin sair Mariana Marras Abdiilhamid’e
olan hayranhigimi gizleyememis ve Bintii Fikr divaninda kendisinden ok giizel vasif ve
menkibelerle bahsetmistir.

Calismaya konu olan sairlerin divanlar1 disinda Hayreddin Zirikli’ye ait 2002 Beyrut basiml el-
A’ldm, Luvis Seyho’ya ait 1910 Beyrut basimli el-Edebii’l-’Arabi fi'l-karni’t-tdsi’i ‘asar, Muhammed
Abdiilaziz Avad’a ait 1696 Kahire basiml el-Idéretii’l- Usmaniyye fi vildyeti Sitriye 1864-1914, Sami
el-Keyyali'ye ait 1957 Beyrut basimli Muhddarit ‘ani’l-hareketi’l-edebiyye fi Haleb: 1800-1950 ile
Kamil Selman el-CiibGir?’ye ait 2003 Beyrut basimli Mu’cemii’s-su’ara” mine’l-"asri’l-cahili hatta
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seneti 2002 adl1 eserleri en ¢ok istifade edilen kaynaklar olmustur. II. Abdiilhamit ve dolayisiyla
da Osmanli yonetimi lehine veya aleyhine durus sergileyen tarihgi, edebiyatg1 ve siyasetgi ile ve
bu minvalde kaleme almmis ¢ok sayida eser oldugu bilinmektedir. Donemsel ve mekansal
stnurliligl yaninda siir diizeyindeki kapsami nedeniyle sadece ¢alismanin bashiklarinda yer alan
sair ve siirlerine ulasilabilmistir.

1. ABDULHAMID DONEMI SURIYE’SININ KULTUREL VE EDEBI YAPISI

Suriye cografyast Osmanli donemi boyunca Sam, Halep ve Humus “ta yer alan, ¢ogu yazma
halindeki kitaplar1 iceren zengin kiitiiphanelere sahip olmustur. Diger taraftan II. Mesrutiyet’in
yeniden ilanindan (1908) sonra Ittihatcilarin ydnetimde sdz sahibi olmasi ile, adem-i
merkeziyetci fikirlerine kars1 Araplarin 1slahat isteklerini yatistirmak adma 1909’da Cemiyet
Kanunu ¢ikarilmis ve aralarinda “Suriyeliler Birligi Cemiyeti’nin de yer aldifi Arap
bagimsizlig1 icin resmi ve gizli olmak iizere parti ve cemiyetler kurulmustu (Ishakoglu, 2012, ss.
78-79). Amerikan misyonerlerinin yardimiyla Butros el-Biistani ile Nasif el-Yazici'nin kurdugu
ve Arap diinyasinin ilk edebiyat cemiyeti olan “Cem’iyyetii'l-Edeb ve’l-Ilm” bu tiirden
cemiyetler arasinda yer aliyordu (Baktiaya, 2017, s. 25; Y. K. Hari, 1994, ss. 23-25).

II. Abdiilhamid Han déneminde Suriye vilayetinde egitim faaliyetleri, oncesine nispetle bir hayli
gelismis, ilk, riistiye, orta ve sultaniye okullariin yan sira yiiksekokullar sayesinde kiiltiirel ve
fikirsel diizlemde gelisim yasanmus ve kiiltiirlii insanlarin sayis1 artmistir (Avad, 1969, ss. 252-
269; Keyyali, 1968, s. 9; Kiird Ali, 2008, ss. 164-165; 193-197; Ahmed, 2011, s. 320).

Kitap, basin ve yaym kiiltiirii, 1864 yilinda ilk kurulan Vilayet Matbaas: ve akabinde diger
matbaalarla Abdiilhamit déneminde onlarca sayiya gikarak daha da zenginlesmis (Ishakoglu,
2012, ss. 83-90), gazetecilik alaninda da pozitif yonde gelismeler yasanmistir (Seyho, 1910, s. 1/10;
Isteyf vd., 2008, s. 2/632-633). Bu kapsamda Halep ve Sam basta olmak tizere Furat, Itidal, Suriye,
Dimegk, Mir’dtiil-ahldk ve Sam gibi gazetelerin yar sira el-Muktabes gibi dergiler yayin hayatina
girmistir (Isteyf vd., 2008, s. 2/632-634; Kiird Ali, 2008, s. 167).

Gayr Miislimlere yonelik agilan egitim kurumu sayis1 bir yana sibyan okullar1 ve medreseler
gibi hem geleneksel egitim kurumlar1 hem de Mekatib-i Umtimiyye bakanligma baglanan
ibtidaiyye, riistiye, i’"dadiyye ve mekatib-i aliye olmak {izere modern okullarin sayisi artirilarak
egitime katki saglanmistir (Ishakoglu, 2012, ss. 93-108). Okul, yiiksekokul, gazete ve dergilerin
yan sira Suriye’nin degisik sehirlerinde, edebi, kiiltiirel ve sosyal alanlarda faaliyet gostermeye
yonelik cesitli kiiltiirel amaglar1 olan el-Cemiyyetii'l-ilmiyyetii’s-Sariyye, Zer'iil-adab ve
Rabitatii’l-Mahabbe gibi dernek ve cemiyetler kurulmustur (Keyyali, 1968, s. 9; Isteyf vd., 2008,
s. 639). Bu dernek ve cemiyetlerin yani sira halkin sorunlariyla ugrastigi sdylenen ve halki
uyandirmaya calisan, aslinda Batili devletlerle baglantilar1 olan Abdurrahman el-Kevakibi
(1855-1902), Edib Ishak (1856-1885), Abdiilhamit ez-Zehravi (1855-1898) ve Muhammed Kiird
Ali gibi bircok edebiyatci ve diisiiniir yetismistir (Isteyf vd., 2008, s. 2/405-421).

2. SURIYE ARAP SIiRINDE II. ABDULHAMID’E OLUMLU BAKIS

Abdiilhamid Han tarih ve siyasette oldugu gibi edebiyatin da ilgi odagt olmustur. Suriyeli sairlerden
Mariana el-Marras ve Cemil el-Azm’in II. Abdulhamid yanlist tutum sergiledigi gorilmektedir. Siyasi
yonuyle onu, Misliimanlarin Halifesi, immetin timidi ve adaletli lider sifatlariyla, kisisel olarak da agir
basli ve hikmet sahibi kisi olarak nitelemislerdir.
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2.1. MARIANA EL-MARRAS (1848-1919)

Ticaret, ilim ve sam ile iinlii olan, yasadiklar1 dénemin ilmi hayatin biiyiik katkilar saglayan
(Ishakoglu, 2012, s. 158) zengin bir Hiristiyan ailenin cocugudur. Halep'te diinyaya gelmis ve
ailesinden elde ettigi avantajla miistesna bir ilmi ve edebi ¢evrede yetismistir. Zira edebiyatgi
olan babasi Fethullah el-Marras Fransis bolgesinin aydin kisilerindendi (Zirikli, 2002, s. 7/210;
Keyyali, 1957, ss. 138-139). Annesi, Antaki ailesinden olan zeki ve 6ngoriilii bir kadin, agabeyi
Fransis ise kalkinmaci ve onder bir edebiyatci, kardesi Abdullah de bir gazeteci idi. Bes
yasindayken Maruni, sonra da Anglikan okullarinda okumustur. On bes yasina gelince babasi
ona sarf, nahiv ve aruz ilimlerini 6gretmistir (Kehhale, 1959, s. 5/9; Serkis, 2008, s. 2/297). Miizik
sanatin1  Ogretmensiz calisgan Marrdg'in geng¢ yasta siir ve makale yazmaya bagsladig:
goriilmektedir. Samet’ul-cindn adli ilk makalesi de 1870 de el-Cindn dergisinin on besinci
sayisinda yaymlanmistir. Ayrica gazel, nat, agit tiirlerinde de siirleri bulunan Marras'in 1893'te
basilan Bintii Fikr/Diisiince kadim adinda bir divani da bulunmaktadir (Dagir, 1972, s. 2/671;
Ciibhird, 2003, s. 5/372). Evini ilim ve edebiyat alaninda beraber dolastiklar1 onurlu ve saygin
kisiler igin toplanma alanina gevirmistir. Oyle ki Arap gazetecilerin dedesi diye adlandirilan
Rizik Allah Hassun (1825-1880), elestirmen ve edebiyatgi Kostaki el-Himsi (1858-1941) ile sair
Cebrail ed-Dellal (1836-1892) gibi saygin sair, diisiiniir ve edebiyatcilarin sik ugradigi Halep’in
Aziziye mahallesindeki kiiltiir salonu da yeni¢agda bir Arap kadininin kucaklayip yonettigi ilk
kadin kiiltiir salonu olarak degerlendirilir (Himsi, 1925, s. 42; Alu Cundi, 1958, s. 1/309).
Avrupa’ya seyahat eden Marras, oranin ahlak, adet, gelenek ve gorenekleri ile tanisma imkan1
bulur. Dogu ile bat1 arasindaki genis ugurum karsisinda hayrete diisen Marras, bunu bir deney
olarak yorumlar ve Misir, Suriye ve Liibnan’daki kalkinma onderleri ile tanigir, onlarla ilmi ve
edebi yonden de goriis alisverisinde bulunur (Kehhale, 1957, s. 3/8).

Hristiyan olmasia ragmen Mariana Marras II. Abdiilhamid Han hayranidir (Zirikli, 2002, s.
7/210; Serkis, 2008, s. 2/297; Kehhale, 1957, s. 12/221-222). Onunla ilgili 6vgii dolu ifadelerin yer
aldig1 miistakil siirleri bulunmaktadir. Bintii fikr adli divaninda yer alan “s+4)) s &alli/Hidayet
Nuru Dogdu” baghikli birinci siirini II. Abdiilhamid Han'in annesine ayirmaktadir. Siirde
adaletiyle diinyay1 aydinlatan ve bir¢ok avantajin kaynag: olan Abdiilhamid Han gibi, halka bir
Padisah diinyaya getirmesi ve onu yetistirmesi vesilesiyle Abdiilhamid Han'in annesine
stikranlarini sunmakta ve duygularin soyle dile getirmektedir (Marras, 1893, ss. 3-4):

aBy & 4t 0. & e §% %, . 3 -3 PR 1 2 1
HJ\ML}LJJJS_\\C_»AG éﬂ\@wbﬂddé\_)yuﬂk\
¥ Jilaafia diilpe 2 08 G Y1 e A
pi Arba el 8 iy (s A i s i

Adaletinle zuliim karanliklarini aydinlatan,
Bir nur gibi iizerimize dogdun.
Bizlere (Abdiilhamid Han gibi) padisah dogurdugun icin,
Sizlere tesekkiir borcumuz vardir,
Sizler nimetlerin kaynagisiniz.
Icinden dogan duygularla Bintii fikr'inden,
Acwyarak ve sefkatle bu kutlamay: kabul eder misiniz?

Marras, diger bir siirinde Abdiilhamid Han'in tahta ¢tkmasiyla {immetin rahatlamasi arasinda
bag kurarak bu defa zat-1 alisinden 6vgiiyle bahsetmektedir. Zira Ortadogu emelleri olan Batili
devletleri angaje eden Siyonistler, Osmanl devletinin parcasi olan Filistin’den parayla da olsa
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toprak koparmaya calismakta, o ise istisnai tedbirler aldirip bu girisimleri kisitlayarak halkin
endigelerini gidermektedir (Oke, 1996, s. 220). Sairin dizeleri soyledir (Marras, 1893, ss. 4-5):

hemiil alaly Aoy e 1A lezaadl YL Sl (el ey
laal s & i Gl Lk o slads b udVL (o3l o s EuilS
_ P of 2. & ‘;I R ;SA."’ z. . %L e en 3
Srand) 5 MY 5 Va1l L o B Ty Gl (b

Agir bashilig ile dinlii olan padisahimiz.
Tahta gikinca giiven ortamini hisseden,
Halkin gozleri aydinland.

Daha diin insanlar iimitsiz, mutsuz ve huzursuzken,
Simdi ise huzur ve umut dulu bir hayat siirdiirmekte.
Siz iimit ve huzur kaynag: olduktan sonra,

Nasil siirdiirmesinler ki?

Yiice Allahtan, diinya dondiikce ve hayat devam ettikge,
Sanli ve mutluluk icinde miilkiiniin devamni dilerim.

Mariana Marras baska bir siirinde ise II. Abdiilhamid Han gibi bir Sultan1 kendilerine bahseden
Yiice Mevla'ya siikrettikten sonra, onun siyasi dehasina ve birlestirici yoniine vurgu yaparak bu
defa adin zikretmekte ve duygularmi soyle dile getirmektedir (Marras, 1893, s. 5):

Ao AT A1 el 214 & 1 [ERRS PR PR ) (PR CEIER
CNEEE PPN PYEI ELICK T 4dla g 8 o3l s &la
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Kendisinden dnce kimseye nasip olmayan,
Degerli ve hikmetli ozellikleri ile padisah,

Bizlere bagisladigin icin sana hamdiisenalar ederiz.
Insanlar onun insan olmasmndan dolay: hayrete diiserken,
Ben de su sozii ekledim: Cok nadir ozellikler onun sahsinda toplandi.
Siyaset onun hikmetleri ile yiiceldi.

Ciinkii o siyasetin onderi idi.

Tiim siyasetciler de buna inand.

Insanlar arasinda baris sancagin yiikseldiginde,
Aralarinda ne kin ne de diismanlik diye bir sorun kalmadh.
Tarih Abdiilhamit Han'in hiikiim ve sanini,
Diinyamn tek padisahi olarak altin harflerle yazdi.

Sair bir diger siirinde Abdiilhamid Han'in 1876 yilinda devletinin tahtina oturmasi ile ilgili
seving ve mutlulugunu dile getirdigi “52 L &% / Mijjdeler Olsun Felek Sana” baglikli bir
kutlama siiri kaleme almigtir (Marras, 1893, ss. 4-5):

S S ) A S i o las S5 la 5ha L A
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Miijdeler olsun bizlere ki uzun siiredir bekledigimiz,
Zafer ve ihtiyaclarimizi gururla elde ettik.

Agr bashig ile tinlii olan padisahimiz tahta gikinca.
Giiven ortamin hisseden halkin gozleri aydinland..
Adalet ortaminda yetisip zekdst ile de yoneten,

Ulu padisahimiz zafer, san serefle de yiikseldi.
Osmanly halklarinda bundan sonra,

Ne yoksulluk, sikinti, keder ne de kaygt ve endise vardir.
Ey insanlar! Padisahimiz himmet ve azmi ile,
Padisah ve krallarimin en hayirlisidir.

Daha diin insanlar iimitsiz, mutsuz ve huzursuzken,
Simdi ise huzur ve umut dulu bir hayat siirdiirmektedirler.
Siz iimit ve huzur kaynag: olduktan sonra,

Nasil siirdiirmesinler ki?

Yiice Allahtan diinya dondiikge ve hayat devam ettikce,
Sanli ve mutluluk icinde miilkiiniin devamni dilerim.

“Cuxitdll ¢las Load (re s / By Insanlarin Dualarini Kabul Eden Yiice Allah” baslikli siirinde ise II.
Abdiilhamid Han'm san, sohret, hiiner ve menkibelerinin ufuklarda yayilmasini dile getiren

Mariana Marras, ondan 6vgii ve onurla bahsetmektedir (Marras, 1893, s. 5): 24

s 0 ot 4l Ay Rl 105 L
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Ey biitiin insanlarin kendisine giivendigi,
Katinda dualarim kabul edildigi yiice Allah!
Kendinden once kimseye nasip olmayan,
Degerli ve hikmetli ozellikleri ile padisahi,
Bizlere bagisladi§in igin sana hamdiisenalar ederiz.
Padisahin menkibeleri Siiha yildizi
Ve yiikseklerde duran ceylan gibi parladi.

Insanlar onun insan olmasmndan dolay: hayrete diiserken,
Ben de su sozii ekledim: Bircok nadir ozellikler onun sahsinda toplandi.
Sebatl goriisii, yiice sani ve vasiflart ile doneminin essizidir.
Siyaset onun hikmetleri ile yiiceldi, ¢iinkii o siyasetin onderi idi.
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Tiim siyasetciler de buna inand.

Insanlar arasinda baris sancag: yiikseldiginde,
Aralarinda ne kin ne de diismanlik diye bir sorun kaldh.
Hilafet onun miilkii olduktan sonra,

Her adaleti isteyen onun goriiglerine si§indi.
Tarih Abdiilhamit Han'in hiikiim ve sanini,
Diinyamn tek padisahi olarak altin harflerle yazd:.

Mariana Marrag'in Abdiilhamid Han hakkindaki siirler degerlendirildiginde Hristiyan
olmasma ragmen ve dis faktor ve etkenlerden etkilenmedigi, hicbir amag¢ veya beklenti
icerisinde olmaksizin siirlerinde ondan 6vgiiyle ve gururla bahsettigi gortilmektedir.

2.2. CEMIL EL-AZM (1873-1933)

Istanbul dogumlu olan, babasimin 61diigii bes yasindan sonraki hayatini Sam’da siirdiiren Cemil
el-Azm, gesitli dergi ve gazetelerde makale ve siirler yazmus, biyografi ve monografi calismalar:
yapmistir. Doneminde 6nemli bir miiessese olan Sam Arap Bilim Akademisi'ne iiye secilen sair
Sam’da vefat etmistir (Kehhale, 1957, s. 271; Babtain, 2008b; Yiiksel, 1993, ss. 325-326). LAl &l
ALl / Padisahlarin Kiskandi§r Padisah baghkh Siirinde Abdiilhamid Han’a hayranligimi dile
getirirken bir taraftan da Abdiilhamid Han'in menkibeleri ile diger padisahlar1 bile
kiskandirdigindan, isabetli ve dogru goriisii ile de siyasetteki bosluklar1 doldurdugundan
bahseder. Ayrica onun feraset, dogru goriis ve hikmeti ile insanlara dogru yolu gosterdigini,
halki giivensizlik ortamindan giiven ve mutluluk ortamina tasidigini belirtir (Babtain, 2008c):
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Tek varligim olan nefsim bile,
Krallar kral: Abdiilhamit’e feda olsun.
O diger padisahlarin dahi menkibelerini,
Haset edip kiskandiklar: bir padisahtir.
Onun gibilerine de haset edilmez mi?
Isabetli ve dogru goriisii ile siyasette,
Ne genis agiklar ve bosluklar doldurdu!
Sefkat ve adaleti ile halk: giivensizlik ortamindan,
Giiven ve mutluluk ortanuna tagidi.
O gercekten en hayirli padisahtir.
Islam dinini tekrar o sahlamsina cikaracak,
Onu gergek ve saglam temellere baglad.

Bu donemde Mariana Marras ve Cemil el-Azm gibi sairlerin siirlerinde, batili {ilkelerin Osmanh
Devleti sinirlar igindeki ayriliker siyasete tabi olmadiklari, kendilerini yoneten Osmanli padisah
ve yoOneticilerine 6zellikle de II. Abdiilhamid Han'm devletin birlik ve biitiinliigiinii korudugu,
Osmanli cografyasinda adalet ve diizeni saglamaya c¢alistig1 yoniindeki bakislarin
stirdtirdiikleri goriilmektedir.

EDE Egitim Dil ve Edebiyat Dergisi EDE Education Language and Literature Journal

2023

25




Modern Arap Siirinde II. Abdiilhamid: Suriye Siiri Ornegi

3. SURIYE ARAP SIiRINDE II. ABDULHAMID’E OLUMSUZ BAKIS

II. Abdiilhamid Han, dénemindeki devlet tebaasinda yetisen sairler tarafindan 6vgiiyle anilsa
da bazi sairler tarafindan “Kizil Sultan” nitelemesine varacak kadar agir ithamlarla
elestirilmistir. Elestiren bircok sair, edebiyatgi ve diisiiniir ya gayrimiislim ya da Ingiltere ve
Fransa'min basmi ¢ektigi Batili giiclerle baglantili olanlardir. Bu grup arasinda, baslangigta
padisah kargit1 iken sonradan “Neredesin sevketli Abdiilhamid Han?” diyerek pismanhigim
belirten (Bozgeyik, 1995, s. 19) Riza Tevfik Boliikbasi (1869-1949) gibi Tiirk sair ve siyasetgilerin
yaninda Faris el-Huri (1877-1962) gibi Arap sairler de yer almaktadir.

3.1. MIHAIL ES-SAKKAL (1852-1937)

Sair ve alim Antuan es-Sakkal'm oglu olan Mihail, babasinin isi igin gittigi Malta’da diinyaya
gelmis bir miiddet sonra ailesi ile Halep’e donmidis ve oraya yerlesmistir (es-Sakkal, 2006, s. 63).
Arapca basta olmak {izere temel bilgileri babasindan alan Sakkal edebi ilimlere biiyiik ilgi
duymustur (Ishakoglu, 2012, s. 167). Tiirkge okuma ve yazmasim grenen sair on alti yasmna
geldiginde siir yazmaya baglamustir. Bir siire avukatlik meslegi ile mesgul olmus ancak daha
sonra edebiyata yonelerek 1897 yilinda Misir’da ilk fotografli Arap dergisi olan el-Ecydl dergisini
yaymlamistir. Oradan Halep’e donerek edebi ve kiiltiirel bir igerige sahip olan Letdifii’s-semer fi
siikkdni’z-ziihrati ve’l-kamer adli kitabin1 yazmigtir. Bunun diginda hece vezniyle yazilmis ancak
basilmayan biiytiik bir siir divani da bulunmaktadir (Keyyali, 1957, s. 187; Zirikli, 2002, s. 236).
Bunlarin yaru sira iki boliimden olusan, birinci boliimiine Tardifii n-nedim fi tarihi Halabi’'l-Kadim,
ikinci boliimiine de Letdifii’l-Hadis f1 tdrihi Halabi’'l-Hadis adini verdigi biiyiik bir tarih kitab1 da
bulunmaktadir. Sakkal, Ingiltere konsoloslugu tarafindan yaklasik kirk yil yabanci davalara
bakmakla miikellef olan ticaret mahkemesinin tiyeligini yapmis, daha sonra $Sam’daki Arap
bilim enstitiisiine muhabir {iye olarak segilmistir (Ciib(iri, 2003, s. 5/482; Himsi, 1925, s. 111).

Siirleri Hayreddin ez-Zirikli gibi donemindeki edipler tarafindan elestirilen Sakkal'in, belki bu
ylizden dort ciltten olustugu halde 1925 yilinda sadece birinci cildini yayinladig1 divaninda
genel olarak Tiirklere 6zel olarak da II. Abdiilhamid Han’a kin ve nefretini yansittig1 gortiliir
(Ishakoglu, 2012, ss. 168-169). Al a8 3G/ Antakya Yoniinden Gelen O Millete Yaziklar Olsun
baglikli siirinde Mariana Marrag'in aksine II. Abdiilhamid Han’in tahttan indirilisine sevinmis
ve bu 6nemli olaym arka planinda mijjdeler bulundugunu dile getirmistir. Abdiilhamid Han"in
din kisvesine biiriinerek halka kars1 her tiirlii cinayeti isledigini iddia eden Sakkal diistincelerini
sOyle ifade etmektedir (Yafi & Miineccid, 1995, ss. 188-189):
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Halkin onderleri olduklarini iddia ederek onlar1 aldatan,
Ve Antakya yoniinden gelen o millete yaziklar olsun.
Ey insanlar biitiin bunlar dinin aksine saldirmay:

Ve bozgunculuga yonlendiren Abdiilhamit’in siyasetidir.
Bu zuliim ve cileler Abdiilhamit kurmaylarinin,
Yalan ve diizdiirme raporlari ile yapiliyor.
Abdiilhamit de bunlara aldaniyordu.

Ve kendisi de dini kullanarak haksiz yere bir¢ok cana kiydh.
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Simdi biitiin o canlar kendisine lanet yagdirmaktadir.

Abdiilhamid Han’in tahttan indirilis haberini seving ve sagkinlik igerisinde karsilayan Sakkal,
bunun 6nemli bir olay oldugunu ve arkasinda da halk icin miijdeler olacagini, Abdiilhamid
Han’dan sonra biitiin sorunlarin ¢oziilecegini iddia etmektedir (Sakkal, 1925, s. 41):

sl alls E8ia 0 oy b pelamasy ¢ s Laall A (55 a8
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Tahttan indirildin diye haberler igittik,

Dogru mudur bu giizel haber ya Rab?
Indirilisinde bircok miijdeler vardr,

Ovyle ki indirilisin her harfinde bir miijde vardur.

Ey Abdiilhamit! Senden sonraki hayat,

Hig ac1 ve ¢ile yokmusg gibi tatlidir.
Ey Abdiilhamit! Zamana lanet yagdirma,
Ciinkii 6yle suglar islediniz ki,
O suglar bile senden sikdyetci oldu.
Sakkal, divaninin bir baska kosesinde Abdiilhamid Han'in devleti zulim ve istibdatla

yonettigini, halki yoksullastirdigini ve bunun karsiigini da alasag: edilmesi ile 6dedigini dile
getiren soyle diistincelerini su dizelerle dile getirmektedir (Yafi & Miineccid, 1995, ss. 191-192):
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Yildiz sarayindan senin fermanin ¢ikti$1 zaman,
Vilayetler bile korkudan titrerdi.
Bugiin ise tutuklu durumunda isen,
Bunda sagma ciinkii yapti§ini buluyorsun.
Adaletli davranip insafli olsaydin onurlu halde yasar

Ve etrafini mutluluklar kaplards.

Ey Abdiilhamit bugiinler icin biriktirdigin hazineler nerede?

Bunlar seni korudu mu?
Ama benim bildigim kisi sonunda yaptig1 islerle yiizlesecek,
Ve o iglerde aleyhinde sahitlik yapacaktir.

Sakkal'm, asagida yer alan dizelerindeki tenkitlerine bu defa II. Abdiilhamid doneminde
meydana gelen sozde Ermeni soykirimi iizerinden devam ederek, Ermeni lobilerinin
degirmenine su tasircasina ve pervasizca ilgili olaylar1 vahset ve katliam olarak lanse etme
cabasma girdigi goriilmektedir. Hatta iddialarinda o kadar ileri gitmistir ki II. Abdiilhamid
yonetimi altindaki Tiirklerin Ermenilere kars: her tiirlii insanlik dis1 suglar isledigini, yash ve
cocuklarm vahsice 6ldiiriildiigiinii ve cesetlerinin de kurda kusa yem edildigini, kadinlarin da
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irzlarma gecildigini dillendirecek kadar sinirlar1 zorladig: goriilmektedir (Sakkal, 1925, ss. 41-
42):

Gl o A5 38 Al G L Cusaall A s iall i J s
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Sacimin agardigini goren dostlar,
Bunun nedeni “Cektigin cileler mi?” diye sordular.
Az goriiniip de daha sonra éniine geleni bu,
Siiriikleyen sel felaketi gibi bir felakettir.
Bir tarafta vahsi hayvanlarin parcaladig:,
Kargalarin da o ugursuz gaklamalari ile,
Dondiiriip gezdirdigi cesetler.
Namus ve iffet korkusu ile aglayan bakireler,
Yine de zalimler arzuladiklarina varwyorlar.
Ciinkii o zaman iistiinliigii ele gecirmiglerdir.
Bagska yerde de cesetleri kiil olmus yashlar,

Diger tarafta da e§lenen hizmetciler ve bakire kizlar. 28

Soguktan donarak élen ¢ocuklarina,
Feryat eden kadinlara bir g6z atsaydin.
Batisindan dogusuna kadar onlara,
Aglayan yeryiizii sana dar gelirdi.

Ingiltere konsoloslugunda calistig1 yaklagik kirk yillhik siire ile Sam’daki Arap bilim
enstitlisiindeki {iyeligi esnasinda Sakkal, Abdiilhamit Han’a olan kin ve nefretini bileyerek
tahttan indirilisine sevinmek bir yana onu yalancilik ve despotluk ile itham etmekte, mala
diiskiin bir kisi olarak nitelemektedir (Keyyali, 1957, s. 57; Zirikli, 2002, s. 236):
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Bu zuliim ve cileler Abdiilhamit kurmaylarinin,
Yalan ve diizdiirme raporlari ile yapiliyor,
Abdiilhamit de bunlara aldanyordu.
Indirilisinde bircok miijde vardur.

Ovyle ki indirilisin her harfinde bir miijde vardur.
Ey Abdiilhamit! Senden sonraki hayat,

Hig ac1 ve ¢ile yokmusg gibi tatlidir.
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Yildiz sarayindan senin fermanin ¢ikti$r zaman,
Vilayetler bile korkudan titrerdi.
Ey Abdiilhamit! Bu giinler icin biriktirdigin hazineler nerede?
Bunlar seni korudu mu?

Mihail es-Sakkal'in siirlerini inceledigimizde genel olarak Tiirkler ve ozellikle de Sultan II.
Abdiilhamid Han ile ilgili her tiirlii olumsuz yonleri ortaya attigini gérmekteyiz.

3.2. DIGER SAIRLER

Bat1 diislince ve propagandasindan etkilenerek Osmanli Yonetimi ve II. Abdiilhamid hakkinda
elestirel siirler kaleme alan sairlerden bir digeri Cebrail ed-Dellal’dir (1836-1892). Egitimini
Liibnan’da tamamlayan, sonraki hayatin ilmi ve edebi bir cevrede siirdiiren Dellal siir yazmaya
1868 yilinda Istanbul’da baglamistir. Daha sonra Avrupa turuna cikip bircok {inlii sehri ziyaret
ederek maddi ve manevi destek elde etmistir. Paris’te Arapga yaymlanan es-Sada gazetesini
cikarmakla gdrevlendirilir, Istanbul’da es-Selam gazetesini gikarir. Daha sonra Avusturya’ya
giden Dellal orada el-Cevdib, el-Cindn, el-Ehrdm ve Mir’atii’l-ahvdl gibi cesitli gazetelerle iletisim
kurmustur (Babtain, 2008a; Keyyali, 1957, ss. 55-58).

Bat1 diisiince ve propagandasindan etkilenerek yazdig: agikga goriilen el-’Ars ve’l-Heykel adl1
siirinde Abdiilhamid Han"1 ziiliim ve istibdatla itham etmekte, halki ayaklandirmak igin de
kiskirtmaya galismaktadir (Alu Cundi, 1958, s. 2/25; Keyyali, 1957, ss. 85-86; Kehhale, 1957, s.
13/114-115). Hatta kendisi bu gerekceden dolay: tutuklanir ve iki y1l cezaevine konulur (Keyyali,
1968, s. 58; Zirikli, 2002, s. 2/109). Siirinde, II. Abdiilhamid Han'1 istibdatla ve zuliim ile itham
ederek tenkitlerini soyle ifade etmektedir (Keyyali, 1968, s. 63; Serkis, 2008, s. 1/441):
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Zulmii ile halki perisan ederken,
Sessiz sedasizca emeklerini ellerinden ald.
Icinizde sani ve serefi ile dolasan,

Bu soysuza nigin boyun egmissiniz?
Cocuklarimuz sumr ve saltanatini korumak igin savasirken,
Mal ve servetlerimizde onun kusurlarini 6rtmek icin kullanilmakta.
Beraberce yurdunuzu yakip yikip harabeye ceviren diismani,
Kararhilik ve ciddiyetle ¢ikarmaya ¢alisin.

Ve sizleri iginizden en hayirl, bilgili, deneyimli,

Ve saygin kisiler yonetsin.

Bu durum yeryiiziinde giiven ortam: saglanip,

Kurt ile koyunun beraber dolasana kadar devam etsin.

II. Abdiilhamid Han karsit1 goriis, diisiiniir ve orgiitlerden etkilenen ve bu kervana katilan diger
bir sair Abdiilkadir el-Magribi’dir (1867-1956). Lazkiye’de dogup Trablus Sam’da yetismis,
egitimini 6nce babasndan daha sonra déneminin Sam ve Istanbul alimlerinden almistir.
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Hareketli ve aktif birisi olan Magribi'nin gortistiigii alimler arasinda Cemaleddin el-Afgani ve
Muhammed Abduh da yer almakta olup kendisini Misir’a gitmesi konusunda tesvik ettikleri
bilinmektedir (Keyyali, 1968, s. 137; Zirikli, 2002, s. 4/474). Gazetecilige yonelen Magribinin,
onemli gazetelerde ¢ok sayida makalesi yer almaktadir. 1908’de Kanun-i Esasi'nin yeniden
yiiriirliige girmesiyle Trablus’a dénmiis ve el-Biirhin gazetesini yayimlamustir. el-Istikak ve't-
t'arib, el-Ahlik vel-vdcibdt, ‘Asdratiil-lisin fi'l-luga ve "Ald hamisi’t-tefsir adli eserleri yazmistir
(Babtain, 2008c; Alu Cundi, 1958, s. 2/ 120).

el-Magribi, bir siirinde II. Abdiilhamid Han'in halki asagilayip yoksullastirdigi, iilkeyi de
harabeye doniistiirdiiglinii iddia etmekte ve yiiriittiigii siyaseti sert bir dille elestirmektedir
(Babtain, 2008c):
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Miiminlerin emirine karsiliginda bir sey beklemeden,
Bu nasihati iletmenizi arzularim.

Yerlegim alanlarini yakip yikip harabeye cevirirken,
Nicin mezarliklar: altin siislemelerle siisliiyorsun?
Asir1 zengini daha da zenginlestirmek icin
Nigin yoksul fakirden vergiler topluyorsun?

Nice dogru ve masum insanlart itham ederek,
Yalanci casuslar araciligy ile giinahlarina girdiniz.
Nigin tag ve lakaplar tasiyorsunuz?

Miilk ve taht: kaybedip, insanlar1 asagilandiktan sonra.

II. Abdiilhamid Han karsiti kervana, bir dénem bagbakanlik yapmis ve Suriye’yi Birlesmis
Milletlerde temsil etmis siyasetgi ve sair Faris el-Hri (1877-1962) de katilmistir. Litbnan’da
diinyaya gelen Faris el-Hiri daha sonra adi “Amarikan Universitesi’ne doniisen Suriye
Protestan Fakiiltesi'nde egitim gérmiistiir. Sam’da Ingiltere konsoloslugunda terciiman olarak
calismis daha sonra $Sam’1 temsilen Osmanli Temsilciler Meclisi tiyeligine segilmistir. Gegimini
avukatlik yaparak saglayan el-Hari kurucularindan da sayildigi Sam’daki Arap ilim Kurulu
iyeligine secilmistir. Fransizlarin Sam’1 isgaline kadar da Alaaddin ed-Diirtibi (1870-1920)
hiikiimetinde maliye bakani olarak gorev yapmustir. 1925 yilinda Fransizlar tarafindan Erwad
adasma stirgiin edilen sair bir yil sonra da siirgiinden gelip Maarif bakanligina atanmustir.
Devlet baskan Siikrii Kuvvetli doneminde millet meclisi bagskanligina, daha sonra da 1944- 1945
yillarinda bagbakanliga segilmistir (Babtain, 2008d; Zirikli, 2002, s. 5/128).

el- Hari II. Abdiilhamid Han’i, dolayisiyla onun siyaset ve yonetimini, halki asagilayip
yoksullastirdig1 ve tilkeyi de harabeye doniistiirdiigii iddialariyla (K. Hiri, 1988, ss. 405-412)
Vedd’ ve ‘Itdb baghkl siiriyle tenkit etmektedir (K. Hiird, 1988, s. 405):
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Bugiin zuliim abidesi yok olup temelleri ¢okerken,
Halk da yonetime el koydu.
Abdiilhamit, halkin sesine kulak ver!
Ciinkii onlar her tiirlii ¢ile ve igkenceye sabretti.
Sizin gibi padigahlarin yaninda,

Neron ve Firavunun yaptiklar: bagislanirken,
Acem gahlart da sevilmeye baglandi.
Miiminlerin halifesi oldugun halde,
Kitabin ve dinin ne yasaklart varsa yaptin.
Istemeseler de sizi yiice tahtinizdan indirdiler.
Ciinkii onlar buna mecbur kalnuglard..
Sizin ¢okiisiiniizle devlet yiikselise gecerken,
Halkin biitiinii de selamete erdi.

1909 yilinda da el-Muktebes dergisinde yayimlanan Tiirkler ile ilgili diger siirinde ise Faris el-
Hiri, II. Abdiilhamid Han’1 yine elestirip karalamaktadir. Daha sonra II. Abdiilhamid’in Filistin
davasindaki durusunu ve Siyonistlerin kurbani oldugunu anlaymca da doneminin mubhalif
siyasetgilerinin bir kisminin yaptig: gibi o da yazdig tenkitlere pisman olmustur (Musa, 2020).

SONUC

Modern Arap siirinde Ozellikle de Suriye Arap siirinde II. Abdiilhamid hakkinda siirlere
rastlamak miimkindiir. Osmanlhi devletinin calkantili bir doneminde tahta ¢kan II.
Abdiilhamid, siyaset ve tarih diinyasinda oldugu gibi kendisine siir ve edebiyat diinyasinda da
genis bir yer bulmustur.

Bu minvalde sayilar1 az da olsa Mariana el-Marras ve Cemil el-Azm gibi siirlerinde II.
Abdiilhamid yanls1 tutumu ile goze carpan Suriyeli sairlerin varhigi dikkat cekmektedir.
Hristiyan bir vatandas olan, kendisini edebi yonden gelistirip zenginlestiren kiiltiirlii bir ortam
ve cevrede yetisen Mariana el-Marras siirlerinde, II. Abdiilhamid’i adaletiyle zulmiin
karanliklarini aydinlatan yonetici, agir basli, insanlarin ve timmetin imidi, huzur ve bereket
kaynagi, hikmet sahibi, siyasetin onderi, barisin simgesi olarak nitelemistir. Boylece o,
cevresindeki olaylar1 dile getirirken yabanci okul ve diisiintirlerin fikir ve diisiincelerinin etkisi
altinda kalmamus, onlara akil ve mantik nazariyla yaklasmistir. Diger bir sair Cemil el-Azm ise
II. Abdiilhamid’i krallar krals, isabetli ve dogru goriisti ile siyasetteki bosluklar: dolduran, sefkat
ve adaletiyle de halki giivensizlik ortamindan giiven ortamina tasiyan, Islam Dinini tekrar eski
sahlanisina ulastiran ve saglam temellere baglayan padisah olarak nitelemistir. Ayrica bu
sairlerin, siirlerinde genel olarak Suriye'nin ve diger Arap cografyasinin Osmanl
Imparatorlugu'ndan ve II. Abdiilhamid yénetiminden ayrilmamasi gerektigi, aksi halde Suriye
cografyasinin Ingiltere ve Fransa basta olmak iizere Avrupali sémiirgeciler igin yem haline
gelecegi vurguladig gortilmiistiir.

Bu olumlu yaklasimin yaninda diger tarafta Suriyeli bazi Arap sairlerin de siirlerinde II.
Abdiilhamid’'i elestirdigi, neredeyse biitiin ¢irkin Ozellikleri onun sahsina yakistirmaya
calistigimi da gormek miimkiindiir. Bu grubun basinda, Mariana el-Marras gibi Hristiyan olan
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ve onun gibi Halep ve gevresindeki varlikli ve kiiltiirlii bir aile ve ortamda yetisen Mihail es-
Sakkal yer almaktadir. Onu Cebrail ed-Dellal, Abdiilkadir el-Magribi ve Faris el-Hri takip
etmekte olup bu sairlerin ortak bir profile sahip olduklar1 goriilmektedir. O da egitimlerinin
cogunu Bati'da goriip oranin milliyetgilik, 6zgiirliik, diisiince ve kavramlarindan etkilenmis
olmalar1 veya Batili devletler i¢in ¢alisan, gayri Miislim guruplara miintesip sair ve diistiniir
olmalaridir. Bu sairlerin, II. Abdiilhamid Han'1 en igreng sifatlar ve en algak ibarelerle yerdikleri,
bir taraftan da ayaklandirmak igin halk: kigkirttiklar: goze ¢arpmaktadir.

Bahse konu olan sairlerin siirleri, memleketleri ve inan¢ durumlar: dikkate alindiginda, Sultan
II. Abdiilhamid hakkindaki farkli goriiste olmalarmin nedeninin sadece din ve mezhebe veya
dogduklar1 yere baglh olmadigl, daha ziyade yetistikleri, egitimlerini tamamladiklar1 ve
mesleklerini icra ettikleri ortamlar oldugu dikkat gekmektedir. Ornegin Mihail es-Sakkal,
Abdiilhamid karsit1 gevrelerin, yabanci okul ve diisiinirlerin fikirlerinden etkilenmis, Ingiltere
Konsoloslugu'nda yaklasik kirk yil ¢alismis, misyonerlerle iletisim halinde olmus, daha sonra
Sam’daki Arap Bilim Enstitiisii'ne muhabir iiye olarak segilmistir. Mariana el-Marras ise
omriiniin biiylik bir kismin1 Halep’te gegirmis ve kendini orada gelistirmeye c¢alismistir.
Dolaysiyla batili veya yabanci okul ve diisiiniirlerden ¢ok fazla etkilenmemistir. Bu durumu, iki
sair arasindaki goriis ayriliklarinin temel faktorlerinden biri olarak goriilmesinde yarar vardir.

II. Abdiilhamid’i yeren sairlerin say1 bakimindan onu 6venlerden fazla olmasi, konjonktiirel
olarak o donemde Osmanli tebaasinda yetisen sair ve diisiiniirlerin hem kendisine hem de
Osmanli Devleti'ne bakis agisin1 yansitmas: bakimindan énem arz etmektedir.
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