EDE Education Language and Literature Journal
EDE Egitim Dil ve Edebiyat Dergisi

EDE, 2023; (2): 1-7 Kitap Tanitimi / Book Review

Book Review:

Benzer, Ahmet (2021). Yabanct Dil Olarak Tiirkce Ogretiminde Islevsel Dil Bilgisi
[Functional Grammar in Teaching Turkish as a Foreign Language]. Pegem Akademi
Publishing.

Rabia Karagal™
* Corresponding author

1Phd Student, Y1ldiz Technical University, Tiirkiye

rkaracal22@gmail.com
ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5188-6663

First received : 05.05.2023
Accepted  :15.06.2023

Acknowledgement:

Author(s) provides the following information:

1- Twould like to thank my teacher Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hayrullah Kahya, who was instrumental in the creation of the
book introduction.

2- There is no situation that requires ethics committee permission and/or legal/special permission in our article.
(Specify the reason. If it is necessary to obtain such permission, the institution from which the permission was
obtained, on which date and with which decision or number number should be clearly presented in the method section
and here).

3- Research and publication ethics have been followed in this article.

Citation:

Karagal, R. (2023) Book Review: Benzer, Ahmet (2021). Yabanc dil olarak Tiirkge 6gretiminde islevsel dil bilgisi
[Functional grammar in teaching Turkish as a foreign language]. Pegem Akademi Publishing. EDE Education Language
and Literature Journal, (2), 1-7.

ABSTRACT

Ahmet Benzer draws attention with his competent works in the field of teaching Turkish to foreigners. The need for teaching
materials in the aforementioned field has helped him make an important contribution to the field. Functional Grammar in
Teaching Turkish as a Foreign Language consists of three parts. In the first part, there is a theoretical part about what the
Functional grammar approach, which is chosen as a method, is. The second chapter is devoted to the structure of language, which
is seen as a complement to functional knowledge, and the last chapter is entitled Functional grammar, which constitutes the main
contribution of the book. The idea of explaining how, why and in what context language units are used, thus providing language
students with communicative and descriptive grammar skills has been effective in the preference of functional grammar as a
method in teaching Turkish to foreigners. This attitude, which will provide a bridge between "mother language" and "target
language", aims to provide convenience to both students and instructors
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Published in February 2021 in its third edition, Ahmet Benzer's "Functional Grammar in Teaching
Turkish as a Foreign Language" draws attention with its contribution to the field. Benzer aims to
explain the use of language as a means of social interaction by adopting a functional grammar
approach in teaching Turkish. However, while explaining the functional aspect of language, he
did not neglect to address grammar, which he sees as its complement. Benzer explains the reason
for preferring this method as follows:

The secret of success in language teaching is a well-described grammar. If
grammar is well described, it is easier to convey the differences in language use
to students. The indicator that the language is well described is that the functions
of each language unit that makes up the language are revealed.

Here, it is seen that descriptive grammar is included in addition to functional grammar. This
approach, which is in the approach of describing the existing rules rather than determining the
rules in grammar, has some common characteristics with the functional approach. The difference
is that descriptive grammar emphasizes function in grammar by focusing on usage practices that
are lacking in descriptive grammar.

The author prefers the functional grammar method in order to create a bond between the language
learner and the teacher. By explaining the usage functions of expressions and phrases, it is aimed
to prevent the language learner from learning Turkish by heart. For this reason, explaining the
daily functions of the language has an important place in the work. In classifying the expressions
in the language according to their functions, attention has been paid to the distinction between old
Turkish and new Turkish, and expressions that have not been used in daily language for a while
are not included in the classification. The book approaches contemporary methods that aim to
improve the language learner's ability to understand and express. However, the author warns that
there are not always consistent rules in Turkish grammar and that there may be some exceptions.

Functional Grammar in Teaching Turkish as a Foreign Language is divided into three main
sections. The first section titled "Theoretical Foundations" expresses the main approaches to the
subject. These approaches are defined as prescriptive, descriptive, pedagogical and functional
respectively. Since the work is based on functional grammar, it starts with an explanation of what
function means. At this point, it is argued that the meaning of each structure emerges with the
context in which it is used, that is, with its function. Before the discussion of functional grammar,
the evolution of the structuralist approach is discussed. Although both approaches aim to bring
competent approaches to grammar, there are points where they differ from each other. In this
sense, the most serious criticism of the functionalists is that the approach is seen as far from being
an effective method due to its comprehensive and ambiguous aspects. With the Prague School of
Linguistics, the functional approach became popular and the communicative aspect of language
began to be taken into consideration. The idea that language should essentially meet social and
social needs is one of the mainstays of this approach.

Functions are expected to give us an idea about what to use and where to use it. What makes the
functional approach effective in teaching Turkish to foreigners is that it is based on the ability to
express. The approach that prioritizes structure in language has been replaced by a teaching
system that tries to develop the language learner's communication skills, to help him/her express
himself/herself in a certain context, and to give him/her an idea of what to say, how to say it and
when to say it. However, it is seen that Benzer does not leave the structuralist aspect aside in his
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work, on the contrary, he includes structure in language as a complementary element to the
functional approach. He uses structure in language for suffix, word, word group and idiom.

Under the heading "Structure", it is seen that the inductive method is used by including letter,
syllable, word, affix and sentence structure. English equivalents were given in each of the
subheadings of the sections and comparisons were made between Turkish and English from time
to time. In the letter structure, vowel and consonant letters were included and grammar rules
related to this were covered. This is followed by a short section on syllable structure. The longest
section under the heading "Structure" is the sentence structure. In this sub-section, many grammar
rules such as predicate, tense, modality, modality, roof, subject, pronoun, complement and
function words are discussed. In the aforementioned sections, it is seen that grammar rules as well
as functional uses are not neglected. Grammar rules and functions stand out as two
complementary elements in this section. The last section, "Function", is the main section in which
the author reflects the main intentions and goals of his book. Here, references are made to the
communicative aspect of language through various themes such as greetings, questions and
answers, addressing, wishing well, thanks, positive and negative reactions, purpose and reason,
time, approximation, quantity, comparison and connection. Under each theme, the situations in
which the expressions can be used and which expression can be used by which of the parties in
communication are listed in an appropriate manner from beginner to advanced level. In this way,
a style suitable for the descriptive approach that aims to teach the contribution of language to
communication skills in daily life is preferred. There is an increasing demand for publications
that are prepared as guides for teaching Turkish to foreigners. Ahmet Benzer's book aims to fill
this gap by prioritizing communicative, pedagogical and descriptive approaches in teaching
Turkish. Benzer's approach at this point is that grammar rules will gain meaning with the daily
uses of the language. For this reason, he did not neglect the functional aspect of the language even
in the section on language structure. The value of the work emerges precisely in this direction and
provides language learners with a learning-by-doing dynamic. Due to all these features, the book
appears as a book that offers competent ideas in teaching Turkish to foreigners. In addition, the
suggestion form on the last page of the book is reserved for the contributions to be made by the
readers to the functional grammar section.
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(074

Ahmet Benzer yabancilara Tiirkge 6gretimi alaninda verdigi yetkin eserler ile dikkat cekmektedir. Bahsi gecen alanda 6gretim
materyallerine duyulan ihtiyac Benzer’in alana 6nemli bir katki sunmasina yardimer olmustur. Yabanci Dil Olarak Tiirkce
Ogretiminde Islevsel Dil Bilgisi ii¢ boliimden olusmaktadir. Ik béliimde yontem olarak secilen Islevsel dil bilgisi yaklagimmin ne
olduguna dair teorik bir béliim yer almaktadir. fkinci béliim, islevsel bilginin tamamlayicisi olarak goriilen dilde yap1 konularina
ayrilmistir ve sonuncu boliim kitabmn asil katkisin teskil eden Islevsel dil bilgisi bashigmi tasimaktadir. Yabancilara Tiirkce
ogretiminde bir yontem olarak islevsel dil bilgisinin tercih edilmesinde dil birimlerinin nasil, ni¢in ve hangi baglamda kullanildigini
actklamak boylece dil 6grencilerine iletisimsel ve betimleyici dil bilgisi becerileri kazandirmak fikri etkili olmustur. “Ana dil” ve
“hedef dil” arasinda koprii kurulmasini saglayacak bu tutum hem Ogrencilere hem de egitmenlere kolaylik saglamay1
hedeflemektedir.

Anahtar kelimeler
Yabancilara Tiirkce egitimi, islevsel dil bilgisi, Tiirkce 6gretimi

Kitap Tanitim:

Benzer, Ahmet (2021). Yabanci Dil Olarak Tiirk¢ce Ogretiminde Islevsel Dil Bilgisi. Pegem
Akademi Yaymncihk

2021 yilmin subat aymda tigiincii baskisin1 yapmis olan Ahmet Benzer'in “Yabanc: Dil Olarak
Tiirkce Ogretiminde Islevsel Dil Bilgisi” isimli eseri, alana sundugu katki ile dikkat cekmektedir.
Benzer, Tiirkge Ogretiminde islevsel dil bilgisi yaklasimini benimseyerek, dilin toplumsal
etkilesim araci olarak kullanimini agiklamay1 hedeflemektedir ancak dilin islevsel yoniinii
aciklarken, onun bir tamamlayicisi olarak gordiigii dil bilgisini de ele almay1 ihmal etmemistir.
Bu yontemi tercih etme sebebini ise Benzer, kitabinin arka sayfasinda su sekilde agiklar:

Dil 6gretiminde basarinin sirr1, iyi betimlenmis bir dil bilgisidir. Dil bilgisi 1yi betimlenirse
dilin kullamim  farklarimi 6grencilere aktarmak daha kolay olur. Dilin iyi bir sekilde
betimlendiginin g0stergesi ise dili olusturan her bir dil biriminin sahip oldugu islevlerin
ortaya konmus olmasudur.
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Burada islevsel dil bilgisinin yaninda betimleyici dil bilgisine de yer verildigi gortilmektedir. Dil
bilgisinde kurallar1 belirlemekten ziyade var olan kurallar1 tasvir etme yaklasiminda olan bu
tavir, islevsel yaklasim ile bazi ortak nitelikler tasimaktadir. Aradaki fark ise betimleyici dil
bilgisinin noksan oldugu kullanim pratiklerine egilerek dil bilgisinde fonksiyonun One
c¢ikmasidir.

Yazar, dili 6grenen ve Ogreten arasinda bir bag olusturmak amaciyla islevsel dil bilgisi
yontemini tercih etmektedir. ifade ve kaliplarin kullamm fonksiyonlarmin agiklanmasi ile
birlikte dili 6grenen kisinin Tiirkceyi ezbere 6grenmesinin Oniine gegilmek istenmistir. Bu
sebeple dilin giinliik fonksiyonlarini agiklamak eserde onemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Dildeki
ifadelerin iglevlerine gore smiflandirilmasinda eski Tiirkge- yeni Tiirkge ayrimmna dikkat
edilmis, bir stiredir giinliik dilde kullanilmayan ifadeler siniflandirmaya dahil edilmemistir.
Kitap, dil Ogrencisinin anlama ve anlatma kabiliyetini gelistirmeyi hedefleyen cagdas
yontemlere yaklagsmaktadir. Bununla birlikte yazarin uyaris1 Tiirkge dilbilgisinde her zaman
tutarli kurallar ile karsilagilamayacag: ve birtakim istisnalarin bulunabilecegi yontiindedir.

Yabanci Dil Olarak Tiirkce Ogretiminde Islevsel Dil Bilgisi, {ic temel boliime ayrilmaktadir. “Teorik
Temeller” bashgim tasiyan ilk boliim konuya dair baslica yaklasimlar: ifade etmektedir. Bu
yaklagimlar sirasiyla; emredici, betimleyici, pedagojik ve islevsel olarak tanimlanmuistir. Eser,
islevsel dil bilgisini temel aldigindan dolay1 6ncelikle islevin ne demek olduguna dair agiklama
ile baglamaktadir. Bu noktada her bir yapmin anlaminin kullanildigi baglamla, yani islevi ile
ortaya ciktig1 savunulmaktadir. Islevsel dil bilgisinin ele alinmasindan énce yapisalci yaklasima
evrilme stireci ele alinmistir. Her iki yaklasimin dil bilgisi tizerine yetkin yaklasimlar getirmeyi
hedeflemekle birlikte birbirinden ayrildig1 noktalar bulunmaktadir. Bu anlamda islevselcilere
getirilen en ciddi elestiri, yaklasimin kapsamli ve muglak yonleri olmasi sebebiyle etkin bir
yontem olmaktan uzak goriilmesidir. Prag Dilbilim Okuluyla birlikte islevsel yaklasim revacta
olmus, dilin iletisimsel yonii goz oniinde bulundurulmaya baglanmistir. Dilin, esasen toplumsal
ve sosyal ihtiyaglarin karsilanmas: gerektigi fikri bu yaklasimin dayanak noktalarindandar.

Islevlerin, bize neyin nerede kullanilacagma dair fikir vermesi beklenir. Islevsel yaklagim,
yabancilara Tiirkce 6gretiminde etkili hale getiren, ifade etme becerisi {izerine temellenmesidir.
Dilde yap1y1 6n plana koyan anlayisin yerini, dil 6grencisinin iletisim becerilerini gelistirmeye,
belli bir baglamda kendini ifade etmesine, neyi nasil ve ne zaman sdyleyecegine dair bir fikir
edindirtmeye ugrasan ogretim sistemi almistir. Bununla birlikte Benzer'in eserinde yapisalc
yonii bir kenara birakmadigl, aksine islevsel yaklasimi tamamlayict bir unsur olarak dilde
yapiya yer verdigi goriilmektedir. Dilde yapiy1; ek, kelime, kelime grubu ve deyim icin
kullanmaktadhr.

“Yap1” baghg1 altinda harf, hece, kelime, ek ve ciimle yapisina yer verilerek tiimevarim
yonteminin kullanildigr goriilmiistiir. Boliimlerin alt basliklarinin her birinde ingﬂizce
karsiliklar1 verilmis ayrica zaman zaman Tiirkge ve 1ngilizce arasinda kiyaslamalar yapilmistir.
Harf yapisinda, tinlii ve tinstiz harflere yer verilmis, buna bagl dil bilgisi kurallar1 islenmistir.
Ardindan hece yapisini anlatan kisa bir boliim yer almaktadir. “Yap:” baghg: altinda en uzun
yer isgal eden kismi ise ciimle yapis: olusturmustur. Bu alt boliimde yiiklem, zaman, kip, kiplik,
cat1, 6zne, zamir, tiimleg ve gorevli kelimeler gibi pek ¢ok dil bilgisi kurali ele alinmaktadir.
Bahsi gegen boliimlerde dil bilgisi kurallarinin yanmi sira islevsel kullanimlarin da ihmal
edilmedigi goriilmektedir. Dil bilgisi kurallar: ve islevleri bu boliimde birbirini tamamlayan iki
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unsur olarak goze carpmaktadir. Benzer'in “Hal ekini” anlatti§1 dordiincii alt baglik, kitapta
nasil bir yaklasim benimsendiginin giizel bir 6rnegini verir:

4. Hal Eki Yapisi1 (Case Suffix System)
Kelimelerin birbiriyle iligkili kurulabilmesinde hal ekleri biiyiik 6nem tasir:

Adam oda dosyalar birakt1.

Yukaridaki ctimle, hal ekleri olmadan anlamsizdir. Ciimlede iki tane hal ekine ihtiyag
duyulmaktadir:

Adam odaya dosyalar: birakti.

Ad+d ad+A  ad+l fiil+ zaman

Hal ekleri climle i¢inde adlara ‘bulunma’ “y&nelme’, ‘belirtme’, ‘ayrilma’, vb. islevleri vermek
i¢in tercih edilir.

Sonuncu béliim olan “Islev” kismi, yazarin kitabinin temel niyet ve hedeflerini yansittig1 esas
boliim olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Burada selamlasma, soru-cevap, seslenme, iyi dilekte
bulunma, tesekkiir, olumlu-olumsuz tepkiler, amag¢ ve sebep, zaman, yaklasiklik, miktar,
karsilastirma ve baglant1 gibi gesitli temalar tizerinden dilin iletisimsel yoniine gondermeler
yapilmaktadir. Belirlenen her bir temanin altinda ifadelerin hangi durumlarda kullanilabilecegi,
hangi tabirin iletisim igerisinde olan taraflardan hangisinin kullanima uygun diisebilecegi
baslangictan ileri seviyeye dek uygun bir bicimde siralanmistir. Her bir islevin yaninda yer alan
parantez, o islevinin sosyo-dilbilimsel veya edim-bilimsel ayrimlarini vurgulamistir.Boylelikle
dilin gilindelik hayattaki iletisim becerisine katkisin1i Ogretmeyi hedefleyen betimleyici
yaklasima uygun bir tislup tercih edilmistir. Yazarin, bu boliimdeki yaklagimu ile ilgili olarak
kitaptan alinan su kisim 6rnek verilebilir:

5.3.Rica Etme (To Request) 6
Birinden kibarca bir sey istemek i¢in kullanilabilecek yapilar sunlardir:
Seviye Yap1 Ciimle
A liitfen
Liitfen kendisini aradigimi sdyleyin.
Rica et-
Rica ediyorum sakin olun.
-Allr mlsln
Cep telefonumu verir misin?
-Allr mlsIn acaba

Yardim edebilir misin acaba?
-Abilir misin
Tuzu uzatabilir misiniz?

B izin ver-

izin verirseniz yanimza gelmek istiyorum.
izninizle

[zninizle yaniniza gelmek istiyorum.
miisaadenizle

Miisaadenizle biz gidelim.

C sana zahmet (Samimi yakinlara kullanilir.)

Sana zahmet sunlari tagir misin?
Zahmet olmazsa

Zahmet olmazsa ¢Opii atar mismn?
sakincast yoksa

Sakincasi yoksa igeri girebilir miyim?
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sorun olmazsa

Sorun olmazsa bugiin aracinizi gekebilir misiniz?
+sA

Zor olmazsa alabilir miyim?
istirham et-

Istirham ederim bugiin de gelmemezlik etmeyin!

6. Olumlu Tepkiler (Positive Reactions)

Bu temada herhangi bir konu hakkindaki olumlu goriislerimizi ifade edebilecegimiz yapilar yer
almaktadir.

6.1. Yemegi Begenme (To like food)

Begenilen bir yemek igin sdylenecek yapilar sunlardir:

Seviye Yap1 Cilimle
A Eline-ellerine-ellerinize saglik (deyim)
Eline saglik
Cok giizel
Cok giizel olmus.
B Lezzetli-leziz
Lezzetli bir tost yedik.
Nefis
Mutfaktan nefis kokular geliyor.
Siiper
Siiper bir aksam yemegiydi.
Miithis
Yemek miithis olmus.
Enfes

Enfes bir kahve i¢in boyle buyurun.
C Yeme de yaminda yat. (deyim)

Yeme de yaninda yat.
Mis gibi (Kokusu igin sdylenir)

Mutfaktan mis gibi kokular geliyor.
AZzimiza layik (deyim)

Baliklar tam agzimiza layik.

Yabancilara Tiirkce 6gretimini gerceklestirmek iizere hazirlanan kilavuz niteligindeki yayinlara
gittikge artan bir talep olusmaktadir. Ahmet Benzer'in kitab1 Tiirkge 6gretiminde iletisimsel,
pedagojik ve betimleyici yaklasimlar1 6n planda tutarak bu boglugu doldurmay:
hedeflemektedir. Benzer'in bu noktadaki yaklasimi dil bilgisi kurallarmin dilin giinliik
kullanimlar ile birlikte anlam kazanacag1 yoniindedir. Bu sebeple dilde yapiya yer verdigi
boliim dahilinde bile dilin islevsel yoniinti ihmal etmemistir. Eserin kiymeti tam olarak bu
yonde ortaya c¢kmakta ve dil oOgrencilerine yaparak-yasayarak Ogrenme dinamigi
kazandirmaktadir. Biitiin bu 6zellikleri sebebiyle kitap, yabancilara Tiirkce 6gretiminde yetkin
tikirler sunan bir kitap olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Ayrica kitabin son sayfasinda bulunan
Oneri formu, islevsel dil bilgisi kismina okuyucular tarafindan yapilacak katkilar i¢in ayrilmustir.
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